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TEACHING MODULE 
  

Abridged Syllabus and Lesson Plans 
 

RELT 325 Theology I 
 
This is an undergraduate theology course offered by the Department of Religion and Biblical 
Languages, Andrews University, that is taken by ministerial students in their third year of the BA 
in Theology. 
 
Course Description (AU Bulletin) 
“A continuation of RELT 100. Study of nature, sources, and methods of theology; the doctrines 
of God and his works (the Trinity, creation, providence, law, and Sabbath), Christ, the Holy 
Spirit, and human beings. Research paper may be required. Student can earn general education 
credit in either RELT 225 or RELT 325, but not in both.” 
 
Course Modules 
I Methodology in Systematic Theology 
II Doctrine of Scripture (Prolegomena) 
III Doctrine of God (Theology Proper) 
IV Doctrine of Christ (Christology) 
V Doctrine of the Holy Spirit (Pneumatology) 
VI Doctrine of Humanity (Anthropology) 

 
I will be teaching lessons from Module III: Doctrine of God. 
 
Sections of Module III: Doctrine of God (Theology Proper) 
A Existence and Attributes of God 

1 The Existence of God 
2 Incommunicable Attributes 

a Transcendence and Immanence 
b Eternity vs. Timelessness 
c Omniscience 
d Omnipresence 
e Omnipotence 
f Immutability (Dynamic Constancy) 
g Passibility vs. Impassibility 
h Omnibenevolence 

3 Communicable Attributes (love, justice, holiness, etc.) 
B Triune Nature of God 

1 Historical Overview of the Doctrine of the Trinity 
2 Development of the Doctrine of the Trinity in Seventh-day Adventist History 
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3 Ellen G. White on the Doctrine of the Trinity 
4 Hermeneutical and Methodological Considerations 
5 A Seventh-day Adventist Perspective on the Doctrine of the Trinity 
6 Contemporary Issues concerning the Doctrine of the Trinity 

C Works of God 
1 Foreknowledge 
2 Covenant of Redemption and Predestination 
3 Creation 
4 Providence and Divine Presence 
5 Redemption 
6 Consummation 

D Module III Test 
 
Module III Rationale 
As this is a theology course, its focus is on “doing” theology. Etymologically, theology is the 
study (-ology) of God (theo-). As this is a Seventh-day Adventist educational institution, the 
primary concentration is to know and understand the God of the Bible more deeply. Thus, 
Scripture is the authoritative source material for a Seventh-day Adventist theological inquiry, 
while the biblical God, who is one and three, is theology’s primary and most fundamental object 
of investigation. Thus, this module generally seeks to guide students in a traditional, systematic 
study of God’s existence, attributes, triune nature, and works from a Seventh-day Adventist 
perspective, as well as provide the necessary biblical, philosophical, historical, and contemporary 
background for understanding this most important doctrine. 
 
The purpose of this module, then, is for students to  

• understand(cognitive) the diverse historical and contemporary views of God’s existence, 
triune nature, attributes, and works (including those of Seventh-day Adventist history and 
Ellen G. White),  

• construct(cognitive/psychomotor) on the foundation of Scripture a Seventh-day Adventist 
perspective of God’s existence, triune nature, attributes, and works, using proper 
hermeneutical principles and an analogical methodological approach, and  

• value(affective) the triune God that Christians worship. 
 
I will be teaching lessons from Section B: Triune Nature of God. 
 
Lessons for Section B: Triune Nature of God 
1 Historical Overview of the Doctrine of the Trinity 
2 Development of the Doctrine of the Trinity in Seventh-day Adventist History 
3 Ellen G. White on the Doctrine of the Trinity 
4 Hermeneutical and Methodological Considerations 
5 A Seventh-day Adventist Perspective on the Doctrine of the Trinity 
6 Contemporary Issues concerning the Doctrine of the Trinity 

 
This section of Module III focuses on the topic of God’s nature as triune, as opposed to sections 
A and C, which focus on God’s existence and attributes and works respectively. 
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Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) for Module III.B 
As a result of participating in Module III.B, students will be able to demonstrate: 
 

• Cognitive Domain (Knowledge) 
• knowledge(cognitive) of the doctrine of the Trinity by (SLO 1) recalling(knowledge) 

historical and contemporary Christian perspectives, including those of Seventh-
day Adventist history and Ellen G. White. 

• understanding(cognitive) of the doctrine of the Trinity by 
• (SLO 2) explaining(comprehension) the historical development of this doctrine 

generally in Christian history and specifically in Seventh-day Adventist 
history.  

• (SLO 3) evaluating(evaluation) historical and contemporary Trinitarian 
perspectives and methodological approaches, using Scripture. 

• (SLO 4) synthesizing(synthesis) the various Trinitarian perspectives in SLO 1 
and relevant biblical data to construct systematically a Seventh-day 
Adventist perspective on the doctrine, using the proper hermeneutics and 
methodology of SLOs 3 and 5. 

 
• Psychomotor Domain (Skills and Behaviors) 

• proficiency(pyschomotor) in using proper hermeneutics and methodology for studying 
the doctrine of the Trinity by (SLO 5) applying(application) them to a case study of a 
selected biblical text about the Trinity. 
 

• Affective Domain (Attitudes, Values, and Commitments) 
• a change of attitude(affective) concerning the doctrine of the Trinity by  

• (SLO 6) internalizing(characterizing) this Seventh-day Adventist perspective 
of the triune God, who is one and three. 

• (SLO 7) sharing(responding) this Seventh-day Adventist perspective with 
others. 

 
Textbooks for Module III.B: 
Assigned readings for Module III.B: Doctrine of God: Triune Nature of God will be selected 
from the following sources: 
 
Books: 

1.  The Holy Bible. 
2.  Canale, Fernando L. “Doctrine of God.” Pages 105–159 in Handbook of Seventh-day 

Adventist Theology. Edited by Raoul Dederen. SDABC Reference Series 12. 
Hagerstown, MD: Review & Herald, 2000. 

3.  Donkor, Kwabena. God in 3 Persons—In Theology. Biblical Research Institute 
Release 9. Silver Spring, MD: Biblical Research Institute, 2015. 

4.  Gulley, Norman R. God as Trinity. Vol. 2 of Systematic Theology. 4 vols. Berrien 
Springs, MI: Andrews University Press, 2011. 

 
Articles: 
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5.  Burt, Merlin D. “History of Seventh-day Adventist Views on the Trinity.” JATS 17.1 
(2006): 125–139. 

6.  Moon, Jerry. “The Adventist Trinity Debate, Part 1: Historical Overview.” AUSS 41.1 
(2003): 113–129. 

7.  Moon, Jerry. “The Adventist Trinity Debate, Part 2: The Role of Ellen G. White.” 
AUSS 41.2 (2003): 275–292. 

8.  Moon, Jerry. “The Quest for a Biblical Trinity: Ellen White’s ‘Heavenly Trio’ 
Compared to the Traditional Doctrine,” JATS 17.1 (2006): 140–159. 

8.  Poirier, Tim. “Ellen White’s Trinitarian Statements: What Did She Actually Write?” 
Paper presented at the Ellen White and Current Issues Symposium. 2006. Andrews 
University. Berrien Springs, MI. http://www.whiteestate.org/issues/The-Trinity.pdf.  

9. Tinkham Jr., Matthew L. “Neo-subordinationism: The Alien Argumentation in the 
Gender Debate,” AUSS 55.2 (2017): 237–290. 

10. van Bemmelen, Peter M. “Divine Accommodation in Revelation and Scripture.” 
JATS 9.1–2 (1998): 221–229. 
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COURSE: RELT 325 Theology I MODULE III: Doctrine of God   SECTION B: Triune Nature of God 
 

LESSON III.B.2 TOPIC:  Development of the Doctrine of the Trinity in Seventh-day Adventist History   
4. What if the student wants to develop/implement the ideas professionally/creatively? 
• He or she can do further reading on this topic. Some great options are the following 

sources: 

• Whidden II, Woodrow W., Jerry Moon, and John W. Reeve. The Trinity: 
Understanding God’s Love, His Plan of Salvation, and Christian Relationships. 
Hagerstown, MD: Review & Herald, 2002.  

• Pfandl, Gerhard. “The Doctrine of the Trinity among Adventists.” JATS 17.1 
(2006): 160–179. 

1. Why does the student need to know this? 
• Anti-Trinitarianism is on the rise in the Seventh-day Adventist Church and one of the 

arguments raised is related to early Seventh-day Adventist views on the Trinity. It is 
claimed that contemporary Seventh-day Adventists have departed from the “pure 
faith” of the Seventh-day Adventist pioneers, which was anti-Trinitarian. Thus, it is 
important to understand this history to defend a Trinitarian perspective. 

3. How will the student practice these skills? 
• They will create a graphic organizer in groups, prepare to answer test questions on the 

content of this lesson, and reflect their personal thoughts on the content of this lesson 
via a journal entry. 

2. What does the student need to know? 
• That Seventh-day Adventism was largely anti-Trinitarian in its early years, but, over 

time, came to fully embrace a Trinitarian perspective based on Bible study and 
confirmed by the prophetic ministry of Ellen G. White. 

Competencies/Outcomes 
(For Module III.B) 

Lesson Learning Objectives 
(For a particular lesson) 

Assessment Content Delivery Methods 

As a result of participating in 
Module III.B, students will be 
able to demonstrate: 
 
knowledge(cognitive) of the doctrine 
of the Trinity by  

• (SLO 1) recalling(knowledge) 
historical and contemporary 
Christian perspectives, 
including those of Seventh-day 
Adventist history and Ellen G. 
White. 

 
understanding(cognitive) of the 
doctrine of the Trinity by 

• (SLO 2) explaining(comprehension) 
the historical development of 
this doctrine generally in 
Christian history and 
specifically in Seventh-day 
Adventist history. 

• (SLO 3) evaluating(evaluation) 
historical and contemporary 
Trinitarian perspectives and 
methodological approaches, 
using Scripture. 

As a result of participating in 
Lesson III.B.2, students will be 
able to demonstrate: 

 
(SLO 2) understanding(cognitive) of 
the doctrine of the Trinity by 

• explaining(comprehension) in an 
essay the reasons for the 
resistance of early Seventh-day 
Adventists toward the doctrine 
of the Trinity. 

• describing(comprehension) the 
different factors (persons, 
events, ideas, etc.) that led to 
the eventual full acceptance of 
the doctrine of the Trinity 
among Seventh-day 
Adventists. 

• creating(synthesizing) a chart that 
lists the different historical 
periods of development for the 
doctrine of the Trinity in the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

 
(SLO 6) a change of 
attitude(affective) concerning the 
doctrine of the Trinity by  

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Module III test with an essay 
section (summative). 
 
 
 
 

• Module III test with short 
answer questions (summative). 
 
 
 
 

• In-class graphic organizer in 
groups of three peers 
(formative). 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Article 5: Burt, Merlin D. 
“History of Seventh-day 
Adventist Views on the Trinity.” 
JATS 17.1 (2006): 125–139. 
 
Article 6: Moon, Jerry. “The 
Adventist Trinity Debate, Part 1: 
Historical Overview.” AUSS 41.1 
(2003): 113–129. 
 
Book 2: Canale, Fernando L. 
“Doctrine of God.” Pages 148–
151 in Handbook of Seventh-day 
Adventist Theology. Edited by 
Raoul Dederen. SDABC 
Reference Series 12. Hagerstown, 
MD: Review & Herald, 2000. 
 
In-class Keynote Presentation 

• Pre-read content articles in 
LearningHub and submitting a 
corresponding reading report. 

 

• Direct instruction of Keynote 
Presentation during class. 

 

• In-class small group project of 
creating a graphic organizer. 

 

• Provide sample essay and short 
answer question(s) for students 
that relate to content for take-
home practice/review sheet a 
week before Module III test. 
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• (SLO 4) synthesizing(synthesis) 
the various Trinitarian 
perspectives in SLO 1 and 
relevant biblical data to 
construct systematically a 
Seventh-day Adventist 
perspective on the doctrine, 
using the proper hermeneutics 
and methodology of SLOs 3 
and 5. 

 
proficiency(pyschomotor) in using 
proper hermeneutics and 
methodology for studying the 
doctrine of the Trinity by  

• (SLO 5) applying(application) 
them to a case study of a 
selected biblical text about the 
Trinity. 

 
a change of attitude(affective) 
concerning the doctrine of the 
Trinity by  

• (SLO 6) 
internalizing(characterizing) this 
Seventh-day Adventist 
perspective of the triune God, 
who is one and three. 

• (SLO 7) sharing(responding) this 
Seventh-day Adventist 
perspective with others. 

1. writing(responding) a journal to 
reflect upon the significance 
(or lack thereof) that this 
process of doctrinal 
development of the Trinity in 
Seventh-day Adventist history 
has for you personally. 

• Take-home personal reflection 
journal entry (formative). 
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LESSON PLAN FOR III.B.2 
 

 
Desired Learning Outcomes (DLOs) 
As a result of participating in Lesson III.B.2, students will be able to demonstrate: 
 
Knowledge 
(SLO 2) understanding(cognitive) of the doctrine of the Trinity by 

• explaining(comprehension) in an essay the reasons for the resistance of early Seventh-day 
Adventists toward the doctrine of the Trinity. 

• describing(comprehension) the different factors (persons, events, ideas, etc.) that led to the 
eventual full acceptance of the doctrine of the Trinity among Seventh-day Adventists. 

• creating(synthesizing) a chart that lists the different historical periods of development for the 
doctrine of the Trinity in the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

 
Attitudes, Values, and Commitments 
(SLO 6) a change of attitude(affective) concerning the doctrine of the Trinity by  

• writing(responding) a journal to reflect upon the significance (or lack thereof) that this 
process of doctrinal development of the Trinity in Seventh-day Adventist history has for 
you personally. 

 
Learning Strategies 

 

Strategy  
 

 

Time  
 

 

Teaching Notes  
 

 
Direct Instruction  
 

28 mins Go through the keynote presentation lecture with the students 
in class. Be sure to address any student questions that arise 
(DLOs 1–3). 

 
Small Group 
Graphic Organizer 
 

15 mins Instruct students to form peer groups of three and use poster 
boards to design graphic organizers that creatively represent 
the different periods of development for the doctrine of the 
Trinity in the Seventh-day Adventist Church, as shared in the 
keynote presentation (DLOs 2, 3). 

 
Think-Pair-Share 
Activity 
 

07 mins Ask students to think about the significance (or lack thereof) 
that this process of doctrinal development has for them 
personally and then share this with a peer in the classroom. 
This will be followed with a brief general class discussion 
(DLO 4). 

 
Assessment 

• reading report on assigned reading to be submitted at the beginning of class (formative 
assessment of DLOs 1–3). 
• Article 5: Burt, Merlin D. “History of Seventh-day Adventist Views on the 

Trinity.” JATS 17.1 (2006): 125–139. 

COURSE: RELT 325 Theology I MODULE III: Doctrine of God   SECTION B: Triune Nature of God 
 
LESSON III.B.2 TOPIC:  Development of the Doctrine of the Trinity in Seventh-day Adventist History 
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• Article 6: Moon, Jerry. “The Adventist Trinity Debate, Part 1: Historical 
Overview.” AUSS 41.1 (2003): 113–129. 

• Book 2: Canale, Fernando L. “Doctrine of God.” Pages 148–151 in Handbook of 
Seventh-day Adventist Theology. Edited by Raoul Dederen. SDABC Reference 
Series 12. Hagerstown, MD: Review & Herald, 2000. 
 

• in-class graphic organizer in peer groups of three to be submitted at the end of class 
(formative assessment of DLO 3). 
 

• take-home personal reflection journal entry to be submitted in a week via LearningHub 
(formative assessment of DLO 4). 
 

• Module III test w/ short answer questions (summative assessment of DLOs 2, 3) and an 
essay section (summative assessment of DLO 1) to be administered at the end of 
Module III. 
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COURSE: RELT 325 Theology I MODULE III: Doctrine of God   SECTION B: Triune Nature of God 
 

LESSON III.B.4 TOPIC:   Hermeneutical and Methodological Considerations for Studying the Doctrine of the Trinity   
4. What if the student wants to develop/implement the ideas professionally/creatively? 
• He or she can do further reading on this topic. Some great options are the following 

sources: 
• Peckham, John C. Canonical Theology: The Biblical Canon, Sola Scriptura, and 

Theological Method. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2016. 
• Also, he or she can develop proficiency in using the hermeneutical principles and 

methodology learned in class by practicing to apply them to other passages about God’s 
attributes and triune nature. 

1. Why does the student need to know this? 
• Unbiblical hermeneutics and methodological approaches can lead one to an incorrect 

understanding of the Trinity. 
• Misuse of biblical hermeneutics and the proper methodological approaches can lead 

one to apply one’s understanding of the Trinity incorrectly. 
• This has been done by both classical (Thomistic) theists as in the example of John 

Calvin, and by those who follow Karl Rahner’s Rule as in the example of Wayne 
Grudem. 

• Thus, it is important to understand proper hermeneutics and methodology and be able 
to apply them correctly in order to arrive at a biblical understanding and application 
of the doctrine of the Trinity. 

3. How will the student practice these skills? 
• He or she will conduct a case study within a group of peers in which he or she will 

apply the principles of hermeneutics and methodology learned in class to a selected 
passage of Scripture that addresses intra-Trinitarian relationships. The group will 
draft an exegetical report on their findings and how they applied the principles of 
hermeneutics and methodology learned in class. 

2. What does the student need to know? 
• The student needs to understand the following hermeneutical concepts and how to 

properly apply them in Bible study: God as revealed mystery, divine accommodation, 
partitive exegesis, univocality, equivocality, and analogy. 

• The student needs to also understand the methodological approaches of classical 
(Thomistic) theism and Karl Rahner’s Rule and be able to evaluate their strengths and 
weaknesses. 

Competencies/Outcomes 
(For Module III.B) 

Lesson Learning Objectives 
(For a particular lesson) 

Assessment Content Delivery Methods 
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As a result of participating in 
Module III.B, students will be 
able to demonstrate: 
 
knowledge(cognitive) of the doctrine 
of the Trinity by  
• (SLO 1) recalling(knowledge) 

historical and contemporary 
Christian perspectives, 
including those of Seventh-day 
Adventist history and Ellen G. 
White. 

 
understanding(cognitive) of the 
doctrine of the Trinity by 
• (SLO 2) explaining(comprehension) 

the historical development of 
this doctrine generally in 
Christian history and 
specifically in Seventh-day 
Adventist history. 

• (SLO 3) evaluating(evaluation) 
historical and contemporary 
Trinitarian perspectives and 
methodological approaches, 
using Scripture. 

• (SLO 4) synthesizing(synthesis) 
the various Trinitarian 
perspectives in SLO 1 and 
relevant biblical data to 
construct systematically a 
Seventh-day Adventist 
perspective on the doctrine, 
using the proper hermeneutics 
and methodology of SLOs 3 
and 5. 

 
proficiency(pyschomotor) in using 
proper hermeneutics and 
methodology for studying the 
doctrine of the Trinity by  
• (SLO 5) applying(application) 

them to a case study of a 

As a result of participating in 
Lesson III.B.4, students will be 
able to demonstrate: 

 
(SLOs 3, 5) understanding(cognitive) 
of the hermeneutical concepts of 
divine accommodation, partitive 
exegesis, univocality, 
equivocality, and analogy by 
• explaining(comprehension) them in 

their own words to groups of 
peers. 

 
(SLO 3) understanding(cognitive) of 
proper methodology for studying 
the doctrine of the Trinity by 
• assessing(evaluation) the strengths 

and weaknesses of the 
methodological approaches of 
classical (Thomistic) theism 
and Karl Rahner’s Rule in 
pairs of peers.  

 
(SLO 5) proficiency(pyschomotor) in 
using proper hermeneutics and 
methodology for studying the 
doctrine of the Trinity by  
• applying(application) them to a 

case study of a selected 
biblical text about the Trinity 
in peer groups. 

 
 
 

 
• In-class think-group-share 

activity (formative). 
• Module III test with short 

answer questions (summative). 
 
 
 
 

 
• In-class think-pair-share 

activity (formative). 
• Module III test with an essay 

section (summative). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• In-class case study in groups 
of three peers (formative). 
 
 

 

Article 10:  van Bemmelen, 
Peter M. “Divine 
Accommodation in Revelation 
and Scripture.” JATS 9.1–2 
(1998): 221–229. 
 
Book 2: Canale, Fernando L. 
“Doctrine of God.” Pages 105–
108 in Handbook of Seventh-day 
Adventist Theology. Edited by 
Raoul Dederen. SDABC 
Reference Series 12. Hagerstown, 
MD: Review & Herald, 2000. 
 
In-class Keynote Presentation 

• Pre-read content articles in 
LearningHub and submitting a 
corresponding reading report. 

 
• Direct instruction of Keynote 

Presentation during class. 
 
• In-class think-group-share 

activity for discussing 
hermeneutical concepts. 

 
• In-class think-pair-share 

activity for evaluating 
methodological approaches. 

 
• In-class case study in peer 

groups of three. 
 
• Provide sample essay and short 

answer question(s) for students 
that relate to content for take-
home practice/review sheet a 
week before Module III test. 



 13 

selected biblical text about the 
Trinity. 

 
a change of attitude(affective) 
concerning the doctrine of the 
Trinity by  
• (SLO 6) 

internalizing(characterizing) this 
Seventh-day Adventist 
perspective of the triune God, 
who is one and three. 

• (SLO 7) sharing(responding) this 
Seventh-day Adventist 
perspective with others. 
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LESSON PLAN FOR III.B.5 
 

 
Desired Learning Outcomes (DLOs) 
As a result of participating in Lesson III.B.4, students will be able to demonstrate: 
 
Knowledge 
(SLOs 3, 5) understanding(cognitive) of the hermeneutical concepts of divine accommodation, 
partitive exegesis, univocality, equivocality, and analogy by 

• explaining(comprehension) them in their own words to groups of peers. 
(SLO 3) understanding(cognitive) of proper methodology for studying the doctrine of the Trinity by 

• assessing(evaluation) the strengths and weaknesses of the methodological approaches of 
classical (Thomistic) theism and Karl Rahner’s Rule in pairs of peers. 

 
Skills and Behaviors 
(SLO 5) proficiency(pyschomotor) in using proper hermeneutics and methodology for studying the 
doctrine of the Trinity by  

• applying(application) them to a case study of a selected biblical text about the Trinity in peer 
groups. 

 
Learning Strategies 

 

Strategy  
 

 

Time  
 

 

Teaching Notes  
 

 
Direct Instruction  
 

05 mins Go through the “Introduction” and “God as Revealed Mystery” 
sections of the keynote presentation lecture with the students 
in class. Be sure to address any student questions that arise 
(DLO 1). 

 
Think-Pair-Share 
Activity 

02 mins Instruct students to pair up with one of their peers in the class 
and discuss the following questions (DLO 1): 
• What do these biblical passages and quotations shared in 

this section of the lecture mean for studying the triune God? 
• What are some implications for studying the Trinity that 

stem from the idea that God is a revealed mystery? 
 
Direct Instruction 

08 mins Go through the “Hermeneutical Issues” section of the keynote 
presentation lecture with the students in class. Be sure to 
address any student questions that arise (DLO 1). 

 
Think-Group-
Share Activity 

05 mins Instruct students to organize into groups of five with their 
peers in the class. Each member of the group will take one of 
the concepts below and explain it to the group in their own 
words (DLO 1).  
• Divine Accommodation 
• Partitive Exegesis 

COURSE: RELT 325 Theology I MODULE III: Doctrine of God   SECTION B: Triune Nature of God 
 
LESSON III.B.5 TOPIC:   Hermeneutical and Methodological Considerations for Studying the Doctrine of 

the Trinity 
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• Univocality 
• Equivocality 
• Analogy 
 
Note: Other group members may provide assistance (if 
needed), but each member should attempt to explain the 
concept without assistance, if possible. 

 
Direct Instruction 

10 mins Go through the “Methodological Approaches” section of the 
keynote presentation lecture with the students in class. Be sure 
to address any student questions that arise (DLO 2). 

 
Think-Pair-Share 
Activity 
 

05 mins Instruct students to pair up with one of their peers in the class 
and evaluate classical (Thomistic) theism and Karl Rahner’s 
Rule by discussing the following questions (DLO 2): 
• What inherent methodological problems (weaknesses) do 

you see with classical (Thomistic) theism? 
• What are some inherent strengths and weaknesses of Karl 

Rahner’s Rule? 
• Should Karl Rahner’s Rule be embraced methodologically 

by Seventh-day Adventists in the study of the triune God? 
Why or why not? 

 
Case Study 
 

15 mins Instruct students to organize into groups of three with their 
peers in the class. Each group will be given a biblical passage 
that discusses intra-Trinitarian relationships and write up a 
brief exegetical-theological explanation of their passage that 
applies the hermeneutical principles discussed in today’s 
lesson. The group report should indicate which principle(s) the 
group used and why. This activity will be followed with a brief 
general class discussion (DLOs 1–3, esp. 3). 

 
Assessment 

• reading report on assigned reading to be submitted at the beginning of class (formative 
assessment of DLOs 1–3). 
• Article 10:  van Bemmelen, Peter M. “Divine Accommodation in Revelation and 

Scripture.” JATS 9.1–2 (1998): 221–229. 
• Book 2: Canale, Fernando L. “Doctrine of God.” Pages 105–108 in Handbook of 

Seventh-day Adventist Theology. Edited by Raoul Dederen. SDABC Reference 
Series 12. Hagerstown, MD: Review & Herald, 2000. 
 

• in-class case study in peer groups of three to be submitted at the end of class (formative 
assessment of DLO 3). 
 

• in-class think-group-share activity for learning hermeneutical concepts (formative 
assessment of DLO 1). 
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• in-class think-pair-share activity for evaluating other methodological approaches to the 
Trinity (formative assessment of DLO 2). 
 

• Module III test w/ short answer questions (summative assessment of SLO 1, 3) and an 
essay section (summative assessment of SLO 2) to be administered at the end of 
Module III. 
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COURSE: RELT 325 Theology I MODULE III: Doctrine of God   SECTION B: Triune Nature of God 
 

LESSON III.B.5 TOPIC:   A Seventh-day Adventist Perspective on the Doctrine of the Trinity   
4. What if the student wants to develop/implement the ideas professionally/creatively? 
• He or she can do further reading on this topic. Some great options are the following 

sources: 
• Bauer, Stephen. “Why the Trinity Matters.” Perspective Digest 17.3 (2012): n.p. 

http://www.perspectivedigest.org/article/74/archives/17-3/why-the-trinity-matters. 
• ———. “Why the Trinity Matters (Part 2).” Perspective Digest 17.4 (2012): n.p. 

http://www.perspectivedigest.org/article/85/archives/17-4/why-the-trinity-matters-
part-2. 

• Gulley, Norman R. God as Trinity. Vol. 2 of Systematic Theology. 4 vols. Berrien 
Springs, MI: Andrews University Press, 2011. 

• Petersen Paul B., and Robert K. McIver. Eds. Biblical and Theological Studies on 
the Trinity. Adelaide, Australia: ATF Press, 2014. 

• Ministerial Association of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. 
Seventh-day Adventists Believe … An Exposition of the Fundamental Beliefs of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. 2nd ed. Boise, ID: Pacific Press, 2005. 

• Pfandl, Gerhard. “The Trinity in Scripture.” JATS 14.2 (2003): 80–94. 
• Whidden II, Woodrow W., Jerry Moon, and John W. Reeve. The Trinity: 

Understanding God’s Love, His Plan of Salvation, and Christian Relationships. 
Hagerstown, MD: Review & Herald, 2002.   

• Also, he or she can develop view the series of videos produced by the Seventh-day 
Adventist Theological Seminary titled “The Trinity Project” that gives even more 
helpful information about the Trinity from a Seventh-day Adventist perspective 
(https://www.andrews.edu/sem/sdlc/trinity/). 

1. Why does the student need to know this? 
• The Seventh-day Adventist Church is facing unique challenges regarding its 

understanding of the Trinity.  
• On the one hand, many Seventh-day Adventists are putting pressure on the 

denomination to return to its anti-Trinitarian roots.  
• One the other hand, many non-Seventh-day Adventists are accusing the 

denomination of departing from the classical orthodox doctrine of the Trinity. 
• Thus, it is important to what Seventh-day Adventists believe about the Trinity and 

why they believe it. 

3. How will the student practice these skills? 
• They will share in their own words a Seventh-day Adventist perspective on the 

doctrine of the Trinity with their peers, and why it is personally significant to them. 

2. What does the student need to know? 
• That Seventh-day Adventism adopts a biblical view of one God who is composed of 

three persons—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—who are equally divine. Each person is 
his own center of consciousness. Eternal generation and procession are not biblical 
doctrines. 

Competencies/Outcomes 
(For Module III.B) 

Lesson Learning Objectives 
(For a particular lesson) 

Assessment Content Delivery Methods 
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As a result of participating in 
Module III.B, students will be 
able to demonstrate: 
 
knowledge(cognitive) of the doctrine 
of the Trinity by  
• (SLO 1) recalling(knowledge) 

historical and contemporary 
Christian perspectives, 
including those of Seventh-day 
Adventist history and Ellen G. 
White. 

 
understanding(cognitive) of the 
doctrine of the Trinity by 
• (SLO 2) explaining(comprehension) 

the historical development of 
this doctrine generally in 
Christian history and 
specifically in Seventh-day 
Adventist history. 

• (SLO 3) evaluating(evaluation) 
historical and contemporary 
Trinitarian perspectives and 
methodological approaches, 
using Scripture. 

• (SLO 4) synthesizing(synthesis) 
the various Trinitarian 
perspectives in SLO 1 and 
relevant biblical data to 
construct systematically a 
Seventh-day Adventist 
perspective on the doctrine, 
using the proper hermeneutics 
and methodology of SLOs 3 
and 5. 

 
proficiency(pyschomotor) in using 
proper hermeneutics and 
methodology for studying the 
doctrine of the Trinity by  
• (SLO 5) applying(application) 

them to a case study of a 

As a result of participating in 
Lesson III.B.5, students will be 
able to demonstrate: 

 
(SLO 4) understanding(cognitive) of 
the doctrine of the Trinity by 
• explaining(comprehension) how the 

Bible portrays God as both one 
and three. 

• summarizing(synthesis) the 
various biblical evidences for 
the deity and personhood of 
both the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. 

• differentiating(analysis) between 
eternal generation and 
procession and the biblical 
view of the begetting of the 
Son and the procession of the 
Holy Spirit. 

• determining(evaluation) whether 
the Latin Trinity (one center of 
consciousness) or the Social 
Trinity (three centers of 
consciousness) best accounts 
for the biblical evidence of 
intra-Trinitarian relationships 
and God’s supreme attribute of 
love. 

 
a change of attitude(affective) 
concerning the doctrine of the 
Trinity by  
2. (SLO 7) sharing(responding) this 

Seventh-day Adventist 
perspective of the Trinity and 
its personal significance with a 
peer in the class. 

3. (SLO 6) writing(responding) a 
journal to reflect upon the 
personal significance (or lack 
thereof) that the Seventh-day 
Adventist understanding of the 
Trinity, as shared in class, has 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Module III test with an essay 
section (summative). 
 

• Module III test with short 
answer questions (summative). 

• In-class think-pair-Share 
activity (formative). 
 

• Module III test with short 
answer questions (summative). 

• In-class think-pair-share 
activity (formative). 

 
 
• In-class think-pair-Share 

activity (formative). 
• Module III test with short 

answer questions (summative). 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

• In-class think-pair-share 
activity (formative). 

 
 
 
• Take-home personal reflection 

journal entry (formative). 

Book 2: Canale, Fernando L. 
“Doctrine of God.” Pages 120–
140 in Handbook of Seventh-day 
Adventist Theology. Edited by 
Raoul Dederen. SDABC 
Reference Series 12. Hagerstown, 
MD: Review & Herald, 2000. 
 
Book 3: Donkor, Kwabena. God 
in 3 Persons—In Theology. 
Biblical Research Institute 
Release 9. Silver Spring, MD: 
Biblical Research Institute, 2015. 
18–29. 
 
Book 4: Gulley, Norman R. God 
as Trinity. Vol. 2 of Systematic 
Theology. 4 vols. Berrien 
Springs, MI: Andrews University 
Press, 2011. 3–32, 120–135. 
 
In-class Keynote Presentation 

• Pre-read content articles in 
LearningHub and submitting a 
corresponding reading report. 

 
• Direct instruction of Keynote 

Presentation during class. 
 
• In-class think-pair-share 

activities. 
 
• Provide sample essay and short 

answer question(s) for students 
that relate to content for take-
home practice/review sheet a 
week before Module III test. 
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selected biblical text about the 
Trinity. 

 
a change of attitude(affective) 
concerning the doctrine of the 
Trinity by  
• (SLO 6) 

internalizing(characterizing) this 
Seventh-day Adventist 
perspective of the triune God, 
who is one and three. 

• (SLO 7) sharing(responding) this 
Seventh-day Adventist 
perspective with others. 

upon the way they relate to 
God. 



 20 

LESSON PLAN FOR III.B.5 
 

 
Desired Learning Outcomes (DLOs) 
As a result of participating in Lesson III.B.5, students will be able to demonstrate: 
 
Knowledge 
(SLO 4) understanding(cognitive) of the doctrine of the Trinity by 

1. explaining(comprehension) how the Bible portrays God as both one and three. 
2. summarizing(synthesis) the various biblical evidences for the deity and personhood of both 

the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
3. differentiating(analysis) between eternal generation and procession and the biblical view of 

the begetting of the Son and the procession of the Holy Spirit. 
4. determining(evaluation) whether the Latin Trinity (one center of consciousness) or the 

Social Trinity (three centers of consciousness) best accounts for the biblical evidence of 
intra-Trinitarian relationships and God’s supreme attribute of love. 

 
Attitudes, Values, Commitments 
a change of attitude(affective) concerning the doctrine of the Trinity by  

5. (SLO 7) sharing(responding) this Seventh-day Adventist perspective of the Trinity and its 
personal significance with a peer in the class. 

6. (SLO 6) writing(responding) a journal to reflect upon the personal significance (or lack 
thereof) that the Seventh-day Adventist understanding of the Trinity, as shared in class, 
has upon the way they relate to God. 

 
Learning Strategies 

 

Strategy  
 

 

Time  
 

 

Teaching Notes  
 

 
Direct Instruction  
 

08 mins Go through the “Introduction,” “God is One,” and “God is 
Three,” sections of the keynote presentation lecture with the 
students in class. Be sure to address any student questions that 
arise (DLO 1). 

 
Direct Instruction  
 

10 mins Go through the “Deity of Christ” “Deity of the Holy Spirit,” 
and “Personhood of the Holy Spirit,” sections of the keynote 
presentation lecture with the students in class. Be sure to 
address any student questions that arise (DLO 2). 

 
Think-Pair-Share 
Activity 
 

03 mins Ask students to think about the various biblical evidences for 
the deity and personhood of the Son and the Holy Spirit and 
discuss which of these are the strongest evidences with a peer 
in the classroom. This will be followed with a brief general 
class discussion (DLO 2). 

COURSE: RELT 325 Theology I MODULE III: Doctrine of God   SECTION B: Triune Nature of God 
 
LESSON III.B.5 TOPIC:   A Seventh-day Adventist Perspective on the Doctrine of the Trinity 
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Direct Instruction  
 

05 mins Go through the “Eternal Generation and Procession” section of 
the keynote presentation lecture with the students in class. Be 
sure to address any student questions that arise (DLO 3). 

 
Think-Pair-Share 
Activity 
 

03 mins Ask students to discuss the differences between eternal 
generation and procession and the biblical view of the 
begetting of the Son and the procession of the Holy Spirit with 
a peer in the classroom. This will be followed with a brief 
general class discussion (DLO 3). 

 
Direct Instruction  
 

08 mins Go through the “Latin Trinity vs. Social Trinity” and 
“Trinitarian Love” sections of the keynote presentation lecture 
with the students in class. Be sure to address any student 
questions that arise (DLO 4). 

 
Think-Pair-Share 
Activity 
 

03 mins Ask students to discuss why a Trinity made up of three centers 
of consciousness better fits the biblical data on intra-
Trinitarian relationships as well as God’s supreme attribute of 
love. This will be followed with a brief general class 
discussion (DLO 4). 

 
Think-Pair-Share 
Activity 
 

10 mins Ask students to think about the significance (or lack thereof) 
that this process of doctrinal development has for them 
personally and then share this with a peer in the classroom. 
This will be followed with a brief general class discussion 
(DLO 5). 

 
Assessment 

• reading report on assigned reading to be submitted at the beginning of class (formative 
assessment of DLOs 1–4). 
• Book 2: Canale, Fernando L. “Doctrine of God.” Pages 120–140 in Handbook of 

Seventh-day Adventist Theology. Edited by Raoul Dederen. SDABC Reference 
Series 12. Hagerstown, MD: Review & Herald, 2000. 

• Book 3: Donkor, Kwabena. God in 3 Persons—In Theology. Biblical Research 
Institute Release 9. Silver Spring, MD: Biblical Research Institute, 2015. 18–29. 

• Book 4: Gulley, Norman R. God as Trinity. Vol. 2 of Systematic Theology. 4 vols. 
Berrien Springs, MI: Andrews University Press, 2011. 3–32, 120–135. 

 
• in-class think-pair-share activities for thinking about eternal generation and procession, 

the deity and personhood of the Son and the Holy Spirit, and the Latin vs. the Social 
Trinity (formative assessment of DLOs 2–4). 

 
• in-class think-pair-share activity for sharing the Trinity with a peer (formative 

assessment of DLO 5). 
 

• take-home personal reflection journal entry to be submitted in a week via LearningHub 
(formative assessment of DLO 6). 
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• Module III test w/ short answer questions (summative assessment of DLOs 2–4) and an 
essay section (summative assessment of DLO 1) to be administered at the end of 
Module III. 
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APPENDIX D 
 

Rationale for Chosen Instructional Methodologies and Assessments 
 
Direct Instruction: This is where I will provide students with content for the lesson that 
deepens, clarifies, or goes beyond their assigned readings. I will have keynote slide presentations 
with each direct instruction time to help learners who are more visually oriented. Also, the 
keynote presentations will contain instructions for the in-class active-learning activities. The 
direct instruction time is also open for student questions to make it more of a dialogue and 
discussion, rather than a monologue lecture. 
 
Reading Report: This is a summative assessment that evaluates whether or not the students are 
reading the assigned reading assignments before each lesson. The reading assignments contain 
important background information for each lesson that will help the students in their 
understanding of the direct instruction and active learning activities, as well as for the Module III 
test. The reading reports simply require for the students to honestly report what they have read 
and to provide a brief reaction to the reading. This reaction will help me to assess student 
learning and to provide feedback and answers to questions they may have about the readings. 
 
In-class Small Group Graphic Organizer: This is an active-learning activity and formative 
assessment that encourages personal creativity and develops interpersonal skills in addition to 
checking the students’ understanding of the doctrinal development of the Trinity in Seventh-day 
Adventist history. The activity is intended to solidify the content of the lesson in the minds of the 
students through visual organization. It strongly appeals to kinesthetic learners, since the 
assignment requires a “hands-on” approach.  
 
In-class Think-Pair/Group-Share and Class Discussion Activities: These are brief active-
learning activities and formative assessments that check student learning on the issue being 
discussed. They give the students opportunities to process with their peers what they are learning 
in the class in order to clarify and solidify the information as well as to express and answer any 
questions that may arise. The interpersonal nature of these activities teaches skills in 
interpersonal interaction. These activities also provide opportunity for me to get an immediate 
sense of student learning and for me to provide the students with immediate feedback and 
answers to their questions. 
 
In-class Small Group Case Study: This is an active-learning activity and formative assessment 
that is intended to help students develop through practice their proficiency in using proper 
hermeneutical principles and applying an analogical methodology to the study of the triune God 
in Scripture. This is a very important skill, as the lack thereof can lead to theologically dangerous 
interpretations of the Bible regarding God’s nature. While this skill will be practiced throughout 
Module III, the opportunity to actively focus on practicing the skills will hopefully strengthen the 
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skill and raise a greater appreciation for good interpretation of Scripture. Since the assignment is 
a “doing” assignment, it will appeal to learners who are less visual and/or auditory learners and 
more kinesthetic learners. It also indirectly teaches good interpersonal interaction, as students 
will accomplish this assignment in groups. Finally, this assignment gives me opportunity to 
guide students in their growth toward better interpretation of Scripture. 
 
Take-home Personal Reflection Journal: This is an active-learning activity and formative 
assessment that is designed to assess student learning outcomes that are a part of the affective 
domain. These one-page journal assignments provide the student with opportunities for personal 
affective reflection on the cognitive content that is discussed in class. This assignment leads 
students to engage the heart in addition to the mind. It also provides me with the opportunity to 
dialogue with students at the affective level through feedback on their journal assignments. 
 
Module III Test: This is a higher-stakes summative assessment that is designed to evaluate the 
student’s understanding of the cognitive material in Module III, specifically to test the student 
learning outcomes of Module III that are in the cognitive domain. 
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