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A Judeo-Christian Celebration of Passover 
Experiencing the Lord’s Supper as Jesus and his Disciples Did 

 
Matthew L. Tinkham Jr., M.Div. 

 
Setup 

 
Setting the Table 

 
Place Settings 
 
Besides chairs, plates, silverware (or plastic-ware), cups, and the usual dinnerware items, there 
are certain other items essential for Passover. 
 

• appetizer plate 
• dinner plate 
• fork(s) 
• knife 
• spoon(s) 
• cup for water 
• cup exclusively for unfermented wine 
• Passover Haggadah (in this case not needed by anyone except for the leader) 

 
Each place setting should ordered as illustrated below. 

 

 
 

One place setting should be reserved near the head of the table for Elijah, the prophet. 
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rd^s4 (Seder) Plate 
 
The seder plate should be set as illustrated below. This can be set in two different ways. (1) One 
way is to have a central seder plate at each table with enough of each item to be shared by all 
who are sitting at the table. (2) Another way is to prearrange a personal seder plate on the 
appetizer plate of each individual place setting. 
 

 
 

There is a total of seven items needed for the seder plate itself. 
• rWrm2 (maror) is a bitter herb, usually ground or grated (not creamed) horseradish, that 

symbolizes the bitterness and harshness of the slavery which the Jews endured in Egypt 
(Exod 1:13–14). The bitter herbs mentioned in Num 9:9–11 are both rWrm2 (maror) and 
tr6z6j8 (chazereth). 

• hx2yB4 (beitzah) is a roasted egg that recalls the roasted lamb that was slaughtered at the 
temple during the season of Passover. 
To prepare it, simply hard boil an egg, then give it a little roast on the stovetop or inside 
the oven while the shell still encloses it. Roasted small white potatoes (peeled) can be 
substituted for vegans. 

• sP1r%K1 (karpas) is a green vegetable, usually parsley, that is dipped into salt water near 
the beginning of the Passover seder. It represents the growth and fertility of the Jewish 
people in Egypt (Exod 1:7). 

• e1Wrz% (z’roa) is a roasted lamb (or goat) shank bone that symbolizes the js1P6 ,B2r%q2 
(qorban pesach) or “paschal” or Passover lamb, the kosher animal sacrifice. This was the 
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sacrificed lamb whose blood was put on the doorposts during the last of the ten plagues 
so that the destroying angel would pass over Jewish homes. The Hebrew term for “bone” 
is actually .x6e6 (etzem), but the sages refer to the paschal lamb as e1Wrz% (z’roa), meaning 
“arm,” as in hy@Ofn% e1Wrz% (z’roa netuyah), the “outstretched arm” of the LORD that 
delivered Israel from Egypt (Exod 6:5–7; Deut 4:34–35; 5:15; 7:17–19; 9:29; 11:2–4; 
26:6–8; 2 Kgs 17:36; Ps 136:1–3, 10–12). 

• ts6roj8(charoseth) is an apple, unfermented wine, and nut mixture that represents the 
mortar used by the Jewish slaves to build the storehouses of Egypt. It symbolizes the toil 
and labor of the Jewish people in Egypt (Exod 1:13–14). 

• tr^z^j8 (chazereth) is an inedible bitter herb, usually horseradish root or romaine lettuce, 
that symbolizes the atrocity of infanticide (i.e., Pharaoh’s decree to murder Jewish baby 
boys). This herb is inedible because it cannot be swallowed or accepted and, therefore, 
represents the repudiation of assimilation. The bitter herbs mentioned in Num 9:9–11 are 
both rWrm2 (maror) and tr6z6j8 (chazereth). 

• .Y#M1h1 jl1m6 (melach hamayim) is a bowl of salt water that recalls the sweat and tears of 
the Jewish slaves and the splitting of the Red Sea and the destruction of Pharaoh’s army. 
It is used for dipping the sP1r%K1 (karpas) near the beginning of the Passover seder and for 
dipping the hx2yB4 (beitzah) before the start of the meal. 

 
The Four Cups of Salvation 
 
In the Passover rd^s4 (seder), there are four cups that symbolize four distinct promises made by 
God to the Israelites which are found in Exodus 6:6-7: “‘Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I 
am the Lord, and [1] I will bring you out [.k6t5a6 yt3ax4Wh] from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, and [2] I will deliver you [.k6t5a6 yT3l5X1h3] from slavery to them, and [3] I will 
redeem you [.k6t5a6 yT3l5a1g@] with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. [4] I 
will take you [.k6t5a6 yT3j5q1l2] to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know 
that I am the Lord your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians.’’” 
 

1. Cup of Sanctification: “I will bring you out [.k6t5a6 yt3ax4Wh]” 
2. Cup of Deliverance: “I will deliver you [.k6t5a6 yT3l5X1h3]” 
3. Cup of Redemption: “I will redeem you [.k6t5a6 yT3l5a1g@]” 
4. Cup of Restoration: “I will take you [.k6t5a6 yT3j5q1l2] to be my people” 

 
Enough unfermented wine (fresh grape juice) is needed to supply four cups for each person 
present. 
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Recipes 
 
Reminder: no recipe prepared for the rd^s4 (seder) meal should contain any leavening 
products. 
 

Traditional Jewish Kosher Unleavened “Quick” Bread 
 
Ingredients: 

• 1-part water 
• 3-parts whole wheat flour 
• a pinch of salt 
• a little bit of olive oil (to make it easier to kneed) 

 
Instructions: 

• Turn oven on to 400°F or more. 
• To prevent the possibility of natural leavening from occurring, the bread has to be OUT 

OF THE OVEN in 18 minutes or less from the time the water hits the flour. 
• Once the oven has warmed, mix the water, flour, salt, and olive oil together as quickly as 

possible.  
• Flatten it out on a floured surface (not much more than 1/4 of an inch thick) and put the 

dough into the oven. 
• Again, let it cook quickly for 18 minutes or less. 

 
Pre-made kosher matzah crackers can also be purchased from the store for the other parts of the 
meal. 
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ts6roj8(charoseth) 
 

 
 
Ingredients: 

• ¾ cup of walnuts ground up fine 
• 2 nice, tart apples (estimate ¼ apple per person) 
• ¼ cup of unfermented wine (fresh grape juice) 
• 1 tsp. sugar or honey or agave nectar 
• 1 tsp. of cinnamon 
• a pinch of ground allspice 
• a pinch of nutmeg 
• a pinch of salt 
• optional: raisins 

 
Instructions: 

• Pare, core, peel, and grate the apples. 
• Add the rest of the ingredients in a mixing bowl and leave it all in the refrigerator for 

several hours, allowing it to turn brown. 
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Vegan Matzo Ball Soup 
 

 
 
Nutritional Information: 
Total Calories: 957 | Total Carbs: 168 g | Total Fat: 21 g | Total Protein: 17 g | Total Sodium: 
2,339 mg | Total Sugar: 19 g 
 
Ingredients: 
 
For the Soup 

• 2 tsps. safflower oil 
• 2 large carrots, cut into chunks 
• 3–4 celery stalks with leaves, cut into chunks 
• 1 large onion, cut into chunks 
• 4 large cloves of garlic, minced 
• ½ tsp. dried dill 
• ½ tsp. dried sage 
• 1 tsp. dried parsley 
• 4 cups vegetable stock 
• 2 cups water 
• salt and pepper to taste 

 
For the Matzo Balls 

• 4 tsps. egg replacer + ¾ cup warm water OR 
¼ cup potato starch 

• 1 cup matzo meal 
• 1 tsp. baking powder 
• ½ tsp. kosher salt 
• ½ tsp. onion powder 
• ¼ tsp. dried dill 
• 2 tbsps. fresh parsley, chopped 
• 2 tsps. safflower oil 
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• 1 1/3 cup seltzer 
 
Instructions: 
 
To Make the Soup 

• Heat the oil in a large soup pot over medium heat. 
• Add the carrots, celery, onions, and garlic. 
• Sauté for 5 minutes until the vegetables just start to become tender, and then mix in the 

spices. 
• Add the broth and the water, raise the heat to high, and bring the soup to a boil. 
• Then reduce the heat, cover the pot, and let it simmer for at least 1 hour. Make the matzo 

balls during this time. 
• Add salt and pepper to taste. 

 
To Make the Matzo Balls 

• If using the egg replacer: mix the egg replacer and warm water together and let sit for 5 
minutes. 

• Mix the dry ingredients together. Add the wet ingredients including the egg 
replacer/water mixture, if using. You should have a very thick batter. If you need to, add 
more seltzer or more matzo meal.  

• Cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate for at least ½ an hour. 
• Remove from fridge. Wet your hands and roll into balls (around 8 depending on size 

desired). Note that gluten-free matzo meal may be stickier and thicker. It might require 
additional seltzer. 

• Gently add the balls to the simmering soup pot and let cook over low heat for about 20–
25 minutes. 

• Remove the matzoh balls from the soup until ready to serve. 
• Serve the soup with one or two matzo balls per person. 

 
Source: https://www.onegreenplanet.org/vegan-recipe/vegan-matzo-ball-soup/ 
Rhea Parsons 
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Vegan Gefilte Fish 

 
 
Nutritional Information: 
Per Serving: Calories: 194 | Carbs: 33 g | Fat: 5 g | Protein: 7 g | Sodium: 315 mg | Sugar: 10 g 
 
Ingredients: 

• 1 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil 
• ½ small onion, chopped 
• 2 small or 1 large celery stalk, chopped 
• 1 large carrot, chopped (save some for garnish) 
• 2 cloves garlic, chopped 
• 1–15 oz. can chickpeas, drained and rinsed 
• Salt and black pepper to taste 
• 1 tsp. Old Bay seasoning 
• 1 ½ tsps. dulce flakes 
• 1 tsp. kelp flakes 
• 1/8 tsp. cayenne pepper (optional) 
• Zest and juice of one lemon 
• Red cabbage, shredded 
• Prepared horseradish, if desired 

 
Instructions: 

• Heat the oil in a skillet over medium-high heat. Add the onion, celery, carrots and garlic 
and let the sweat for about 3–4 minutes. You don’t want them to brown or change color. 
The veggies should just get softer. Add the chickpeas to the skillet and toss with the 
veggies. Mix in the seasonings. Remove from the heat and let cool. 

• Transfer the chickpeas and veggie mixture to a food processor. Add the lemon zest and 
juice of half the lemon. Pulse the mixture and then process until smooth. Taste for any 
seasoning adjustments. Using a measuring cup, scoop 1/3 cup of the mixture and mold it 
into a gefilte fish shape. The shape is like a small football or a lemon. Lay the molded 
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gefilte “fish” on a small baking sheet or plate. Repeat with the rest of the mixture. Cover 
the gefilte fishies with plastic wrap, letting the wrap fit around each piece. Refrigerate for 
at least an hour or until ready to serve. 

• Serve each piece of Gefilte “fish” on a small bed of red cabbage and garnished with a 
small slice or a few shreds of carrot. Squeeze the remaining half lemon over the “fish” 
and cabbage. Serve with horseradish, if desired. 

 
Source: https://www.onegreenplanet.org/vegan-recipe/vegan-gefilte-fish/ 
Rhea Parsons 
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Vegan Matzo Brei 
 

 
 
Ingredients: 

• 1 tbsp. hummus 
• 1/3 cup silken tofu for the blender 
• ¼ cup silken tofu to be mashed for texture 
• ¾ cup non-dairy milk 
• 1 tbsp. nutritional yeast 
• ¼ tsp. garlic powder 
• ½ tsp. black salt (kala Namak) (it gives an eggy taste) 
• 1 ½ tsps. corn starch 
• ¼ tsp. black pepper 
• ½ tsp. turmeric optional, for color. 
• ¼ tsp. maple syrup or agave 
• 3–4 matzos 
• ½ cup diced onion 
• salt to taste 
• pepper to taste 
• 2 tsp high heat oil 
• 1 tsp vegan butter 

 
Instructions: 

• Sauté your diced onion in a medium sized pan with 1 tsp of oil on a very low heat until it 
is golden about 10 minutes. 

• Meanwhile combine in blender your 1 tablespoon hummus, 1/3 cup silken tofu, ¾ cup 
non-dairy milk, 1 tablespoon nutritional yeast, ¼ teaspoon garlic powder, ½ teaspoon 
black salt, 1 ½ teaspoon corn starch, ¼ teaspoon black pepper, and ¼ teaspoon maple 
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syrup. This is the time to add the turmeric if using. It won't affect the taste just the eggy 
color. Blend until smooth. 

• Now pour the liquid into a wide bowl. If you like a soft and yielding matzo brei then 
crumble your matzos into the batter, stir and let soak for 5 minutes. 

• If you like a crisper matzo brei soak only for 2–3 minute. I stand in the middle and so I 
soak 2 ½ matzos for the full 5 minutes and then crumble in the last one just before I cook 
it. 

• While the matzo is soaking take that last ¼ cup of silken tofu and mash it with a fork. 
You don't want a smooth paste as this will help approximate the curds that are formed 
when you cook eggs. Now stir this tofu into the soaking matzo and batter and you are 
ready. 

• Now your onions should be ready. Remove them from the pan. Add your other teaspoon 
of oil to the pan and heat on medium high until your pan sizzles when you sprinkle some 
water over it. 

• Slip your butter into the pan and swirl to coat the bottom. Now pour in the matzo mixture 
and spread it gently with a spatula until it covers the bottom of the pan. Allow the 
mixture to sit on medium heat for 2 minutes. Now using a firm spatula scrape the bottom 
of the pan and turn the cooked parts over like you are turning earth with a spade. Now the 
uncooked “raw” batter should be on the bottom. Allow the mixture to set another 2 
minutes and turn again in a sweeping motion. Cook for 7–8 minutes total until the 
mixture is set and you have a golden pile of yumminess. Stir in the onions. Top with salt 
and pepper.  

 
Source: https://www.sunnysidehanne.com/matzo-brei-vegan 
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Vegetable Matzah Kugel 
 
Nutritional Information: 
198 calories | 9 g fat | 23 g carbs | 7 g protein 
 
Ingredients: 

• 1 lb. Yukon Gold potatoes (peeled) 
• 1 lb. zucchini (about 2 medium, trimmed and peeled if desired) 
• 2 medium carrots (peeled and trimmed) 
• 1 medium onion (peeled and trimmed) 
• 3 garlic cloves (peeled and chopped) 
• 1 tablespoon fresh parsley (chopped, or basil) 
• 3 large eggs (beaten) 
• ¼ cup olive oil (extra-virgin, plus extra for the pan) 
• 3 tbsps. matzo meal 
• ½ tsp. salt 
• Freshly ground black pepper to taste 

 
Instructions: 

• Gather the ingredients. 
• Preheat the oven to 350ºF. Oil a 9×13×2-ins. baking dish or similarly sized casserole.  
• Using a box grater or a food processor fitted with a shredding disc, coarsely grate the 

potatoes, zucchini, carrots, potatoes, and onion. 
• Transfer the grated vegetables to a large mixing bowl. Stir in the garlic and parsley or 

basil. 
• Add the eggs and olive oil, and sprinkle evenly with the flour. Mix well. 
• Pour the vegetable mixture into the prepared baking dish. 
• Bake for 45–60 minutes, or until the vegetables are tender, the kugel is set, and the top is 

browned. 
 
Source: https://www.thespruceeats.com/vegetarian-vegetable-kugel-pareve-2122500 
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Carrot Tzimmes 
 

 
 
Ingredients: 

• 1 ½ lbs. carrots 
• 3 tbsps. margarine 
• ½ tsp. salt 
• 1 cup water 
• ½ cup raisins 
• 1 cup prunes (pitted) 
• 6 tbsps. brown sugar 
• ½ tsp. cinnamon 
• ¼ tsp. cloves 
• 1 tbsp. lemon juice 
• grated peel of 1 orange 
• 2 tbsps. honey 

 
Instructions: 

• Peel and slice the carrots into 1/8 in slices. 
• Melt the margarine in a medium-large saucepan and sauté the carrots for 5 minutes. 
• Add the sugar and water and bring to a boil. 
• Stir the remaining ingredients and simmer, covered for 2 hours. 
• After 2 hours, remove the cover and cook for 20 minutes more. 
• The tzimmes should be moist but not too soupy. 
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Chocolate Toffee Matzo Crunch 
 

 
 

Ingredients: 
• 4–6 unsalted matzos 
• 1 cup unsalted butter or margarine 
• 1 cup brown sugar 
• 1 ¼ cups chopped semi-sweet or dark chocolate chips (use dairy-free chips for vegan) 
• 2 tbsps. chopped pistachios (or other favorite nut) 
• sea salt 

 
Instructions: 

• Preheat the oven to 375ºF. 
• Line a sheet tray with a layer of foil, then cover the foil with a sheet of parchment.  
• Evenly cover the sheet tray with matzos. Break or cut the matzos into smaller pieces if 

necessary. 
• In a heavy bottomed saucepan, combine the butter/margarine, brown sugar, and a 

generous pinch of sea salt.  
• Cook over medium heat, whisking constantly, until the mixture comes to a boil (about 2 

to 4 minutes). Boil for 3 additional minutes and continue stirring constantly. 
• Remove from the heat and pour the toffee mixture over the matzos. 
• Use a spatula to spread evenly across the entire surface of the matzo. Make sure you 

spread it out fairly quickly or it will start to get sticky and become harder to smooth over. 
• Place the baking sheet in the oven and immediately reduce the heat to 350ºF. Back for 15 

minutes. Chick frequently to be sure that the mixture is not burning. If it appears to 
brown to quickly, remove the tray from the oven and reduce the heat to 325ºF, then 
replace the tray when the temperature drops a bit. 

• Once 15 minutes have passed, remove the matzos from the oven and evenly sprinkle the 
chopped chocolate chips over the top. 

• Let stand for 5 minutes, then spread the chocolate over the matzo. 
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• Sprinkle the chopped pistachios (or your nut of choice) and a light sprinkle of sea salt 
over the top of the melted chocolate. 

• While the matzos are still warm, break them into smaller squares or pieces. 
• Place them in the freezer until the topping has set. 
• Serve straight from the freezer, chilled, or at room temperature. 

 
Source: https://toriavey.com/toris-kitchen/chocolate-toffee-matzo-crunch/ 
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Fifteen Steps of the rd^s4 
 
There are fifteen steps to a Passover rd^s4 (seder). The Israelites were redeemed on the fifteenth 
day of the first Jewish month called Nisan. 
 

1. tworN4h tq1l2d%h1 (hadalakath ha-neroth)  
Lighting of the Candles 

2. vD$q1 (kadesh)  
Drinking the Cup of Sanctification (first cup) 

3. ;j1r%O (urchatz)  
Washing the Hands 

4. sP1r%K1 (karpas)  
Dipping the Vegetables 

5. ;j1y! (yachatz) 
Breaking the Unleavened Bread  

6. dyG3m1 (maggid) 
Telling the Story of Passover (second cup) 

7. hx2j5r@ (rachtzah) 
Washing the Hands 

8. hx2m1 ayx3Wm (motzi matzah) 
Eating the Unleavened Bread 

9. rWrm2 (maror) 
Eating the Bitter Herbs  

10. \r$WK (korech) 
Eating the Hillel Sandwich 

11. \r$We ,j2l5v7 (shulchan ’orech) 
Eating the Passover Meal 

12. ,Opx2 (tzafun) 
Eating the ,m2Wqyp3a8 (’afikoman) 

13. \r$B2 (barech) 
Blessing (third cup) 

14. lL4h1 (hallel) 
Offering Praise (fourth cup) 

15. hx2r%n# (nirtzah) 
Conclusion of the Seder 
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Welcome 
 

Introduction 
 
Every year on the fourteenth day of the first Jewish month called Nisan during the full moon 
(Exod 12:18), Jews from all around the world gather around their dining tables in their homes 
with their families to celebrate a special holy day known as js1P6 (pesach) in the Hebrew. js1P6 
(pesach) derives from the Hebrew word js1P2 (pasach) meaning “passed over.” It refers to the 
sparing of the households of the faithful in Israel on account of the sacrificial blood of the 
paschal lamb. For this reason, we refer to this feast as Passover in English. The Jews keep this 
feast in response to the command that the LORD God gave them in Exod 12:1–28, ESV: “The 
LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, ‘This month shall be for you the beginning 
of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell all the congregation of Israel that 
on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a 
lamb for a household. And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest 
neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you 
shall make your count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You 
may take it from the sheep or from the goats, and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of 
this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at 
twilight. Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of 
the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, 
but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. And you shall let none of it remain until the 
morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. In this manner you shall eat it: 
with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall 
eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, 
and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of 
Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses 
where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to 
destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you 
shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall 
keep it as a feast. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove 
leaven out of your houses, for if anyone eats what is leavened, from the first day until the 
seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel. On the first day you shall hold a holy 
assembly, and on the seventh day a holy assembly. No work shall be done on those days. But 
what everyone needs to eat, that alone may be prepared by you. And you shall observe the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread, for on this very day I brought your hosts out of the land of Egypt. 
Therefore you shall observe this day, throughout your generations, as a statute forever. In the 
first month, from the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread 
until the twenty-first day of the month at evening. For seven days no leaven is to be found in 
your houses. If anyone eats what is leavened, that person will be cut off from the congregation 
of Israel, whether he is a sojourner or a native of the land. You shall eat nothing leavened; in all 
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your dwelling places you shall eat unleavened bread.’ Then Moses called all the elders of Israel 
and said to them, ‘Go and select lambs for yourselves according to your clans, and kill the 
Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the 
lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. None of you shall go out of the 
door of his house until the morning. For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and 
when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door 
and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. You shall observe this rite as 
a statute for you and for your sons forever. And when you come to the land that the LORD will 
give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this service. And when your children say to you, 
‘What do you mean by this service?’ you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover, 
for he passed over the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but 
spared our houses.’’ And the people bowed their heads and worshiped. Then the people of Israel 
went and did so; as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did.” 
 
Passover has four distinct names in Jewish tradition that indicate different aspects of this 
festival. 

• byb3a2h2 gh1 (chag ha-aviv) or the “festival of Spring” (Deut 16:1) 
• tWXM1h1 gh1 (chag ha-matzoth) or the “festival of matzah” or “unleavened bread” (Exod 

12:14–20) 
• js1P2h1 gh1 (chag ha-pasach) or the “festival of paschal lamb” (Num 9:1–5) 
• Ont4Orj4 ,m2z% (chag z’man cherutenu) or the “season of our freedom” 

 
Passover was and is a very special day, a holy day, for the Jews, during which they 
commemorate the deliverance that the LORD God had given them from Egyptian bondage so 
many years ago. It is a celebration of the Israelite exodus from their slavery in Egypt and 
memorializes the night when the faithful of Israel were protected from the destroying angel by 
the blood of the paschal lamb that was placed on the front doorposts of their home. The exodus 
from Egypt is one of the most fundamental events in the life of the Jewish people. It is 
mentioned in the very first of the Ten Commandments (Exod 20:2–3) and is recalled during 
every weekly Sabbath (Deut 5:12–15). Passover has been celebrated now for more than 3,500 
years. 
 
This year’s Passover occurred last night, April 09, 2020. 
 
Jesus, being a Jew, customarily participated in the annual Passover celebrations in Jerusalem 
during his incarnate ministry on the earth. His final Passover celebration, however, was more 
special and significant than any before it. It was a Thursday night, and Jesus gathered with his 
twelve disciples for an unforgettable night full of spiritual symbolism and meaning. Notice 
Mark 14:12–16, ESV: “And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the 
Passover lamb, his disciples said to him, ‘Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat 
the Passover?’ And he sent two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the city, and a man 
carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the master of 
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the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 
disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; there prepare for us.’ 
And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as he had told them, and they 
prepared the Passover.” 
 
That night, Jesus participated, and perhaps led, the traditional Passover rd^s4 (seder) and used 
its traditional foods and symbols to share the plan of salvation and deliverance from sin with his 
disciples. Afterward, he asked his disciples to continue celebrating the Passover, but instructed 
them to add to its significance of freedom from Egyptian bondage the significance of freedom 
from bondage to sin through the Jesus, the Messiah. Jesus intended the Passover to be an 
instrument to powerfully communicate our redemption that he provided and the freedom he 
granted us from our slavery to Satan, sin, and death. 
 
So, tonight we are going to celebrate the last supper of our Lord, Jesus Christ, but in a different 
way to which probably most of us are not accustomed. Tonight, we want to explore the ancient 
Jewish traditions of the Passover so that we can experience it in a manner that is similar to the 
way Jesus and his disciples celebrated it, the first Christian Passover. Before we move into the 
Passover seder, I want to provide you with some general explanations. 
 
For Jews, Passover commemorates their freedom from Egyptian bondage. However, for 
messianic Jews and Christians, this festival has much deeper meaning. For us, Passover marks 
the liberation of the entire world from the bondage to the evil one (a type of the Egyptian 
pharaoh who enslaved Israel) by the hand of one greater than even Moses. Like the original 
Passover in Egypt, the blood of the paschal lamb causes the wrath of God to “pass over” those 
who are trusting in the LORD’s provision for redemption, but in the case of the sacrifice of the 
j1yv3m2 (mashiach), “Messiah,” or Χριστός (Christos), “Christ”—who is Jesus—as the Lamb of 
God, this redemption delivers us from the cruel bondage of Satan and causes the wrath of God 
to forever be put away from us. John 8:34–36, ESV, reads: “Jesus answered them, ‘Truly, truly, 
I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house 
forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.’” 
 
So as we experience this Passover celebration together, we will learn the ancient symbolism of 
the various foods that point back to the slavery of the Israelites under Pharaoh and their 
deliverance by God through Moses, but we will also focus on the symbolism that points us back 
to our slavery to sin under Satan and our deliverance by God through Jesus Christ. 
 
Some may be wondering why this is called a rd^s4 (seder) meal. The Hebrew word, rd^s4 
(seder), means “arrangement” or “order” and refers to an orchestrated ceremony or liturgy with 
a number of distinct phases or steps. In the traditional Passover rd^s4 (seder) meal there are 
fifteen different steps. We will go through each of these steps tonight as Jesus and his disciples 
would have done. 
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Also you may have noticed your plate with a number of interesting food items on it. This is 
called the rd^s4 (seder) plate and these are the traditional foods of the Passover rd^s4 (seder) 
meal. I will give you instructions as we go along of what to do with these foods and when and 
how to eat them. For now, understand that these foods along with their specific arrangement on 
your plate tell the story of Israelite freedom from Egypt under Pharaoh and freedom in Christ 
from sin under Satan. 

 
There is a total of seven items on the seder plate. 

• rWrm2 (maror) is a bitter herb, usually ground or grated (not creamed) horseradish, that 
symbolizes the bitterness and harshness of the slavery which the Jews endured in Egypt 
(Exod 1:13–14). The bitter herbs mentioned in Num 9:9–11 are both rWrm2 (maror) and 
tr6z6j8 (chazereth). 

• hx2yB4 (beitzah) is a roasted hard-boiled egg and it said to signify different things. Some 
believe that it recalls the roasted lamb that was slaughtered at the temple during the 
season of Passover. The roundness of the egg symbolizes the cycle of life, the continuous 
flow between life to death to rebirth, and therefore is a symbol for mourning—
particularly mourning over the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in 70 CE and the 
end of the sacrificial system. Jews who understand it in this way often do not eat the egg 
as a sign of their mourning. Others have understood it as a symbol for the new life that 
spring brings and, thus, the springtime renewal of Passover. Those who understand it in 
this way eat the hx2yB4 (beitzah) just before the meal portion of the celebration. 
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Since some of us are vegan, we have also prepared cooked potatoes with which you can 
replace your roasted hard-boiled egg. 

• sP1r%K1 (karpas) is a green vegetable, usually parsley, that is dipped into salt water near 
the beginning of the Passover seder. It represents the growth and fertility of the Jewish 
people in Egypt (Exod 1:7). 

• e1Wrz% (z’roa) is a roasted lamb (or goat) shank bone that symbolizes the js1P6 ,B2r%q2 
(qorban pesach) or “paschal” or Passover lamb, the kosher animal sacrifice. This was the 
sacrificed lamb whose blood was put on the doorposts during the last of the ten plagues 
so that the destroying angel would pass over Jewish homes. The Hebrew term for “bone” 
is actually .x6e6 (etzem), but the sages refer to the paschal lamb as e1Wrz% (z’roa), meaning 
“arm,” as in hy@Ofn% e1Wrz% (z’roa netuyah), the “outstretched arm” of the LORD that 
delivered Israel from Egypt (Exod 6:5–7; Deut 4:34–35; 5:15; 7:17–19; 9:29; 11:2–4; 
26:6–8; 2 Kgs 17:36; Ps 136:1–3, 10–12). 
Many Jews who are vegetarian use a roasted beet to replace the shank bone, and justify 
doing so with a passage from the Misnah (Pesachim 114b), which is a collection of very 
early rabbinic writings. Since we are also vegetarians, we are following this tradition in 
using a roasted beet. 
Since the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem, Jews no longer eat the e1Wrz% (z’roa). It 
simply remains on the plate as a reminder of the sacrifice of the paschal lamb. Messianic 
Jews and Christians especially choose not eat this food item on their rd^s4 (seder) plates 
because we believe there is no longer a need for sacrifices since the true Lamb of God, 
Jesus Christ, was sacrificed 2,000 years ago for our sins. At the time of his sacrifice, Matt 
27:51, ESV, tells us, that “the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom,” 
symbolizing that there is no longer a need to sacrifice animals because type and antitype 
had met in the crucifixion of Jesus. 

• ts6roj8(charoseth) is an apple, unfermented wine, and nut mixture that represents the 
mortar used by the Jewish slaves to build the storehouses of Egypt. It symbolizes the toil 
and labor of the Jewish people in Egypt (Exod 1:13–14). 

• tr^z^j8 (chazereth) is an inedible bitter herb, usually horseradish root, that symbolizes the 
atrocity of infanticide (i.e., Pharaoh’s decree to murder Jewish baby boys). This herb is 
inedible because it cannot be swallowed or accepted and, therefore, represents the 
repudiation of assimilation. The bitter herbs mentioned in Num 9:9–11 are both rWrm2 
(maror) and tr6z6j8 (chazereth). 

• .Y#M1h1 jl1m6 (melach hamayim) is a bowl of salt water that recalls the sweat and tears of 
the Jewish slaves and the splitting of the Red Sea and the destruction of Pharaoh’s army. 
It is used for dipping the sP1r%K1 (karpas) near the beginning of the Passover seder and for 
dipping the hx2yB4 (beitzah) before the start of the meal.  
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tq1yd#B5 ;m4j2 (chametz bedikath) 
Searching for Leaven 

 
Before we can begin to partake of our Passover celebration this evening, we must make our 
necessary preparations. Mark 14:16 says that before the disciples sat down to eat their Passover 
rd^s4 (seder) meal with Jesus they made specific preparations. Obviously, that involved killing 
the sacrifice, preparing the table and place settings, and fixing the foods and drink for the meal 
just as we have done here—well, minus the sacrifice. But there was also another important part 
of preparation for Passover. Look at Exodus 12:15, ESV: “‘Seven days you shall eat unleavened 
bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven out of your houses, for if anyone eats what is 
leavened, from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel.’” Part 
of the Passover preparations was the tq1yd#B5 ;m4j2 (chametz bedikath), which, in English, 
means the search and removal of ;m4j2 (chametz), leaven and leavened products, from the 
home. Why was this important? 
 
Leaven produces fermentation, especially in bread dough, and is the result of natural processes 
of decay. Leaven, therefore, in the Old and New Testaments represented death and sin. Jews 
were required to rid their lives of sin through confession and repentance before partaking in the 
Passover celebrations. Those who chose not to remove leaven from their homes and repent of 
the sin in their lives in ancient Israel were cast outside of the camp and the blood of the paschal 
lamb would not be applied to their life. In other words, the Passover was not only a time of 
receiving redemption, but it was also a time of judgment. Notice these Scripture readings: 
 

Matt 16:6–12, ESV: “Jesus said to them, ‘Watch and beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.’ And they began discussing it among themselves, saying, ‘We 
brought no bread.’ But Jesus, aware of this, said, ‘O you of little faith, why are you 
discussing among yourselves the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive? 
Do you not remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many baskets you 
gathered? Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many baskets you 
gathered? How is it that you fail to understand that I did not speak about bread? Beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.’ Then they understood that he did not tell 
them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.”  
 
Luke 12:1–3, ESV: “In the meantime, when so many thousands of the people had 
gathered together that they were trampling one another, he began to say to his disciples 
first, ‘Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. Nothing is covered up 
that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. Therefore whatever you have 
said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in private rooms 
shall be proclaimed on the housetops.’” 
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1 Cor 5:6–8, ESV: “Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump? Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you 
really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us therefore 
celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”  

 
As we just read, leaven can represent hypocrisy, malice, wickedness, and all other kinds of sin. 
In this moment, we are called by Christ to not only remove any unleavened bread from this 
room, but we are called to be dead to sin and alive unto God. We are called to repent and put 
away any hypocrisy in our lives, any malicious speech or gossip, any sinful actions, words, and 
thoughts. All of it must go. We must confess and repent of our sin so that the blood of Jesus’s 
sacrifice, our paschal Lamb, can be applied to our lives. We cannot partake of the Lord’s 
Supper without getting right with God and with others, without asking forgiveness for the sinful 
things we have done, spoken, and thought. Otherwise we will be found guilty and judged, 
separated from God’s people. Paul makes this clear in 1 Cor 11:27–29, ESV: “Whoever, 
therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty 
concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of 
the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats 
and drinks judgment on himself.” To eat this meal and not remove the ;m4j2 (chametz) or 
“leaven” and repent of our sin is to be guilty of Jesus’s body and blood in the judgment. 
 

,.l2Weh2 \l6mI6 Onyh6loa0 hw@hy% hT2a1 \OrB2 
baruch ’atah adonai ’elohenu melek ha’olam, 

.;m4j2 rOeB3 le1 Onw@Ix3w% ,wyt2Wx5m3B5 Onvi2D%q3 rv6a8 
’asher qidshanu b’mitzothay, w’tziwanu ’al bi’ur chametz. 

 
“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, who sanctifies us with his 
commandments and commanded us to remove leaven.” 
 
At this time, I want us to pause in silence so that each one of us may send up our own prayers to 
God confessing our sins to him and asking him to forgive us for and cleans us from our own 
wickedness. 
 
At this point we would like the children look around at the table where you are seated and find 
pieces of leavened bread. Once you have found all the pieces near you, bring those pieces of 
leavened bread to me so that we can dispose of them. This will be a symbol of us having 
confessed and repented of our sins. 
 
Please, let’s read this responsive reading together.  
 
“Any leaven that may remain among us, which we have not seen and have not removed, may it 
be as if it does not exist, as if it is the dust of the earth.” 
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Now that we have made our preparations, let us begin our Passover seder meal. 
 
There are fifteen steps to a Passover seder. The Israelites were redeemed on the fifteenth day of 
the first Jewish month called Nisan. 
 

16. tworN4h tq1l2d%h1 (hadalakath ha-neroth)  
Lighting of the Candles 

17. vD$q1 (kadesh)  
Drinking the Cup of Sanctification (first cup) 

18. ;j1r%O (urchatz)  
Washing the Hands 

19. sP1r%K1 (karpas)  
Dipping the Vegetables 

20. ;j1y! (yachatz) 
Breaking the Unleavened Bread  

21. dyG3m1 (maggid) 
Telling the Story of Passover (second cup) 

22. hx2j5r@ (rachtzah) 
Washing the Hands 

23. hx2m1 ayx3Wm (motzi matzah) 
Eating the Unleavened Bread 

24. rWrm2 (maror) 
Eating the Bitter Herbs  

25. \r$WK (korech) 
Eating the Hillel Sandwich 

26. \r$We ,j2l5v7 (shulchan ’orech) 
Eating the Passover Meal 

27. ,Opx2 (tzafun) 
Eating the ,m2Wqyp3a8 (’afikoman) 

28. \r$B2 (barech) 
Blessing (third cup) 

29. lL4h1 (hallel) 
Offering Praise (fourth cup) 

30. hx2r%n# (nirtzah) 
Conclusion of the Seder 
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The Passover Seder 
 

(1) tworN4h tq1l2d%h1 (hadalakath ha-neroth) 
Lighting of the Candles 

 
This is the first step of the Lord’s Supper. In the Old and New Testaments light had many 
symbolic meanings. Sometimes it is used to symbolize the Word of God or even truth. But most 
frequently light is associated with the presence of God. Notice 1 John 1:5–7, ESV: “This is the 
message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do 
not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” Not only does light 
symbolize God’s presence, but Jesus actually refers to himself as the light of the world” in John 
8:12, ESV: “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” 
 
By lighting the candles of the Lord’s Supper we are symbolically inviting the presence of God 
and Jesus, the light of the world, into this place by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
Traditionally, the mother of the house lights the candles because Jesus, though fully God and 
conceived by the Holy Spirit was born of a woman. 
 
At this time then, Mariesa, will light our candles and say a blessing.  
 

 
 
“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, who sanctifies us with his 
commandments and commanded us to kindle the light of the holiday.” 
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.l2Weh2 rWa (ohr haolam) 
Blessing Jesus 
 
Since the Passover seder centers on the person and work of e1Ovy$ (yeshua’) or Ἰησοῦς 
(Iesous)—Jesus—as our js1P6 (pesach) our paschal lamb, it is fitting to begin the seder  with an 
acknowledgement of his glory and presence. Therefore, we will open our seder with a blessing 
that recognizes him as the source of all light and truth for our lives.  
 

 
 
“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, who sanctifies us with his 
commandments and commanded us to be a light to the nations and gave to us Jesus, our 
Messiah, the Passover Lamb.” 
 
.yd#e8Wm (moa’dim) 
Thanking God for the Appointed Times 
 
God established the .yd#e8Wm (moa’dim) or “appointed times” in order to reveal prophetic truth 
regarding his great plan of redemption given through the Messiah. Let us thank him for the 
divine calendar that he has revealed in the Scriptures. 
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“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, who has given to us holidays, customs, 
and seasons of happiness, for the glory of our Lord Jesus, the Messiah, the light of the world.” 
 
.y@r%m3 sWK (kos miryam) 
Partaking of the Cup of Miriam 
 
Some Passover seder celebrations include a special goblet called .y@r%m3 sWK (kos miryam), 
“Miriam’s Cup,” to honor the role of women in Jewish tradition and history. Miriam, of course, 
was Moses’s sister who helped the Jewish people escape from Egypt during the exodus, and 
Jesus’s mother was likewise named in Hebrew Miriam (i.e., “Mary”). At this time, Mariesa will 
fill Miriam’s cup with water and recite a blessing. 
 

 
 
“This is the cup of Miriam, a cup of living waters, a reminder of our exodus from Egypt.” 
 
A miraculous rock of living water accompanied the Israelites throughout their journey in the 
desert wilderness of the Middle East that provided them with fresh water. According to later 
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Jewish tradition, this rock was given in honor of Moses’s sister Miriam, to honor her devotion 
to the Jewish people (it is called the “well of Miriam”). 
 
Notice what the apostle Paul wrote about this rock of living water in 1 Cor 10:1–4, ESV: “For I 
do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all 
passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate 
the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual 
Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.” 
 
In other words, Jesus was the source of water and life for Israel as they wandered in the desert 
of Sinai. The cup of Miriam, then, commemorates his presence as the Jews trekked their way to 
the Promised Land. Jesus said in John 7:37–38, ESV, “On the last day of the feast [the feast of 
tabernacles], the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to me 
and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers 
of living water.’’” In John 4:13–14, ESV, Jesus said to the Samaritan woman at the well, “Jesus 
said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become 
in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.’” 
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(2) vD$q1 (kadesh) 
Drinking of the Cup of Sanctification (first cup) 

 
This is the next step of our meal. vD$q1 (kadesh) means sanctification, which means to set apart 
for a special purpose or to make holy. When God led the Israelites out of Egypt, he separated 
them or set them apart as his holy people. Likewise, when we accepted Jesus as our messianic 
Savior, he separated us or set us apart from sin as his own people. Because he died on the cross 
in our place, he can claim us as his children, his holy and special people. 
 
Now in our typical Lord’s Supper celebrations, we usually only have one cup of unfermented 
wine, which symbolizes the cleansing blood of redemption that Christ spilt for us on Calvary. 
However, in the Passover rd^s4 (seder), there are four cups that symbolize four distinct 
promises made by God to the Israelites which are found in Exodus 6:6-7: “‘Say therefore to the 
people of Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and [1] I will bring you out [.k6t5a6 yt3ax4Wh] from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians, and [2] I will deliver you [.k6t5a6 yT3l5X1h3] from slavery to them, and 
[3] I will redeem you [.k6t5a6 yT3l5a1g@] with an outstretched arm and with great acts of 
judgment. [4] I will take you [.k6t5a6 yT3j5q1l2] to be my people, and I will be your God, and 
you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens 
of the Egyptians.’’” 
 

5. Cup of Sanctification: “I will bring you out [.k6t5a6 yt3ax4Wh]” 
6. Cup of Deliverance: “I will deliver you [.k6t5a6 yT3l5X1h3]” 
7. Cup of Redemption: “I will redeem you [.k6t5a6 yT3l5a1g@]” 
8. Cup of Restoration: “I will take you [.k6t5a6 yT3j5q1l2] to be my people” 

 
At the Lord’s Supper, Jesus and his disciples traditionally would have drunk all four of these 
cups. When Jesus came to the third cup, the Cup of Redemption, he used it to symbolize his 
blood that was shed in his sacrificial death on the cross. Of the third cup, Jesus said in Luke 
22:20, ESV, “And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for 
you is the new covenant in my blood.’” We know that beucase the third cup is the one drank 
after eating the Passover meal. The fourth cup, the Cup of Restoration, which symbolizes the 
second advent and the marriage supper of the Lamb—when all things are restored, and we are 
once again with Christ—is the cup that Jesus said, in Matt 26:29: “‘I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom.” When all things are restored, Jesus will once again drink the fourth cup, the Cup of 
Restoration, with us. 
 
Let us recite the Kiddush, part 1: 
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“And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth 
were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished his work that he 
had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed 
the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in 
creation.” 
 

 
 
“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, creator of the fruit of the vine.” 
 
Let us recite the Kiddush, part 2: 
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“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, who sanctifies us with his 
commandments and favored us, and gave us his holy Sabbath, in love and favor, to be our 
heritage, as a memorial of the creation. It is the foremost day of the holy festivals, marking the 
exodus from Egypt. For out of all the nations, you chose us and made us holy, and you gave us 
your holy Sabbath, in love and favor, as our heritage. Blessed are you, LORD, who sanctifies the 
Sabbath.” 
 

 
 
“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, who chose us from all peoples and 
exalted us from all tongues, and sanctified us with his commandments. And you gave us, LORD 
our God, with love appointed times for gladness, festivals and times for joy.” 
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“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, who has kept us alive and sustained us 
and has brought us to this special time.” 
 
This first cup of sanctification represents how God chose us to be his own treasured people: “‘I 
am the Lord, and [1] I will bring you out [.k6t5a6 yt3ax4Wh] from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians’” (Exod 6:6, ESV). 1 Peter 2:9–10, ESV, reads, “But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.” 
 
Let us drink this first cup while leaning or reclining to the left. 
 
Drink the first Cup of Sanctification. 
 
Blessing the Children 

 
On the Jewish holy days, it was customary for parents to place their right hand on the head of 
each of their children and pronounce a blessing upon them. 
 

Sons:                                         
 
“May the LORD make you like Ephraim and Manasseh forgetting the troubles of their past 
and having a fruitful future.” 

Daughters:                            
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“May the LORD make you like Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah, who built the house of 
Israel.” 
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(3) ;j1r%O (urchatz) 
Washing the Hands 

 
This third step of the Passover rd^s4 (seder) meal involved ceremonial hand-washing. This 
activity is to wash our hands before we eat some of the ceremonial foods at the table. 
Traditionally the hands are washed at this time for symbolic purposes of ritual cleanness and 
purity, but this also undoubtedly served sanitation purposes. As a side fun fact, much fewer 
Jews died from the bubonic plague in Europe than Christians (some estimates say 50% less) 
largely because of their ceremonial hand-washings and other careful ritualistic practices, such as 
kosher practices. Regarding these washings, look at Psalm 24:3–5, ESV: “Who shall ascend the 
hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure 
heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. He will 
receive blessing from the LORD and righteousness from the God of his salvation.” Clean hands 
are a symbol of a clean heart. So, we will do hand-washings shortly. 
 
It is traditionally understood that it was at this part of the Passover rd^s4 (seder) meal, when 
Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. Imagine the disciples passing the hand-washings pan from 
person to person for the ritual cleansing of hands, and then, Jesus got up from the table, laid 
aside his outer garments, and, taking a towel and the basin of water, he began to wash his 
disciples’ feet. This was to be an example of not only his cleansing of our hearts from sin, but 
also a symbol of the humble service and love that we are to offer to one another just as Jesus 
has done for us.  
 
Let us remember the story by reading it in John 13:1–17, ESV: “Now before the Feast of the 
Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, 
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. During supper, when 
the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and 
was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, 
tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, who 
said to him, ‘Lord, do you wash my feet?’ Jesus answered him, ‘What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You shall never wash 
my feet.’ Jesus answered him, ‘If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter 
said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘The 
one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you 
are clean, but not every one of you.’ For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, 
‘Not all of you are clean.’ When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and 
resumed his place, he said to them, ‘Do you understand what I have done to you? You call me 
Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you 
also should do just as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than 
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his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, 
blessed are you if you do them.’” 
 
At this time, we will participate in the foot-washing, what we have called the Ordinance of 
Humility and Service. Let me give you a few instructions first. Men will wash one another’s 
feet in the pastor’s study. Women will wash one another’s feet in the music room. There will be 
no space designated for couples. This is because in Hebrew tradition, men and women did not 
wash each other’s feet. Men washed men’s feet, and women washed women’s feet. So, when 
we divide for foot-washing find a partner of the same gender and go wash feet together. 
 
Once everyone has washed their feet, please go to the hand-washing station and wash your 
hands then make your way back to your seats at the table. There is hand sanitizer there that you 
can use.  
 
Now, here is how to wash your hands in the traditional Jewish fashion. Take the double-handled 
pitcher in your right hand and fill it up completely with water. Then, transfer the pitcher into 
your left hand. Holding your right hand downward and limp with fingers spaced apart over the 
bowl, pour some water on it to cover it completely. Then, switch the pitcher into your right 
hand and do the same for your left hand. Repeat this process two more times for each hand for a 
total of three times for each hand. 
 
Just as a friendly reminder, as you move around the room, please walk slowly and be careful 
not to bump any of the tables. Doing so could result in a major accident. Also, parents, please 
keep your children calm and quiet. Children, please be reverent, quiet, and respectful during this 
time. I request that we would work together to keep the atmosphere here as reverent as possible. 
If you would like to sing hymns together that would be entirely appropriate, but please do not 
engage in secular conversations or loud noise. Remember this is a spiritual time that we are 
having together, a time to commune with God and one another. 
 
You may go and wash each other’s feet and your hands at this time. 
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4. sP1r%K1 (karpas) 
Dipping the Vegetables 

 
At this step of the meal we will eat the sP1r%K1 (karpas) that is on your rd^s4 (seder) plate, which 
is the parsley by dipping it into the bowls of salt water located on the tables. Allow me to give 
you some explanation and instructions first. The sP1r%K1 (karpas) or simple greens symbolizes 
the greenery of the springtime of Passover, when the earth is becoming green with life, 
indicative of the life that God created and sustains. It also represents the lowly origins of the 
Jewish people, as well as our own lowly origins. But it also points to the growth and fertility of 
the people of Israel in Egypt.  
 
The .Y#M1h1 jl1m6 (melach hamayim) or bowl of salt water symbolizes the sweat and tears that 
were shed by the Israelites as they endured the trials and hardships of their slavery in Egypt. 
Obviously, then, the salt water also symbolizes the sweat and tears that we shed when we were 
lost without a Savior, enslaved to Satan and the power of sin and death. This is to remind us 
from where we have come so that we will appreciate even more our sweet salvation in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
At this time, we recite the blessing and then dip the sP1r%K1 (karpas) in the .Y#M1h1 jl1m6 (melach 
hamayim) and eat it. 
 

 
 
“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, creator of the fruit of the earth.” 
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(5) ;j1y! (yachatz) 
Breaking the Matzah 

 
There are three loaves of matzah or unleavened bread in a white covering, which I will reveal to 
you at this time. 
 

 
 
“This is the bread of suffering which our fathers ate in the land of Egypt.” 
 
All who are hungry, let them come and eat. All who are needy, let them come and celebrate the 
Passover with us. 
 
Why are there three loaves of unleavened bread when we usually use one in Christian 
communion services? Jews say that three pieces of bread represent Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
This is important as we consider especially the meaning of the unleavened bread in the middle. 
;j1y! (yachatz) means “divide.” In just a few minutes we will break the middle unleavened bread 
loaf. Remember Isaac was nearly sacrificed by Abraham, his father, on Mount Moriah. This is 
why Jews say that Isaac is symbolized by the middle piece. Thus, Jesus and Isaac are connected 
in this middle piece of unleavened bread. 
 
Consider how the Akedah provides a prophetic picture of the Lord Jesus as the “Lamb of God” 
who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). Both Isaac and Jesus were born miraculously 
(Isaac by a barren elderly woman and Jesus by a young virgin girl). Both were called “one and 
only sons.” Both were to be sacrificed by their fathers at Mount Moriah. Both experienced a 
“passion.” Both were to be resurrected on the third day (Gen 22:4–5; Heb 11:17–19). Both 
willingly took up the means of their own executions (Isaac carried the wood for the burnt 
offering and Jesus carried the cross). Both demonstrate that one life can be sacrificed in place of 
another—the ram in the thicket for Isaac and Jesus for all of humanity. 
 
Now for Christians, the three loaves of unleavened bread can symbolize the Trinity, the Father, 
the middle one that is broken the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Let us read Isa 53, ESV: “Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the 
arm of the Lord been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root 
out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we 
should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten 
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by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are 
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and 
the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its 
shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living,  
stricken for the transgression of my people? And they made his grave with the wicked and with 
a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an 
offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall 
prosper in his hand. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his 
knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he 
shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with 
the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.” 
 
Notice that the loaf of unleavened bread has punctured holes and stripes. These represent the 
flogged body of Jesus and the piercings in his hands and feet.  
 
At this time, I will break the middle piece of unleavened bread. 
 
The larger half symbolically represents the broken body of Jesus. It is called in Hebrew the 
,m2Wqyp3a8 (’afikoman) from the Greek term ἐπικώμιον (epikomion), meaning “that which comes 
after.” We will partake of the ,m2Wqyp3a8 (’afikoman) after the meal portion of the seder. 
 
I am going to carefully wrap it in a linen cover, symbolizing a burial shroud. 
 
John 3:16, ESV, reads, “‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.’” 
 
2 Cor 5:21, ESV, reads, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.”  
 
Now, I am going to hide the ,m2Wqyp3a8 (’afikoman) somewhere on one of the tables in this 
room; this represents the burial of Jesus’s body. All the children in the room will close their 
eyes, while I am hiding it. Later in the evening, you will have an opportunity to search for it. 
But be sure to be looking around just in case you spot it. Then when it is time you can go and 
get it. You are only allowed to search for the ,m2Wqyp3a8 (’afikoman) at your own table from your 
own seat and you should do so reverently and quietly. Be careful not to bump something and 
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knock it over. Whoever finds the ,m2Wqyp3a8 (’afikoman) can quietly and reverently give it to me 
when I call for it. And when you do, please walk and do not run. 
 
In Jewish tradition, the father leading the Passover seder meal would provide a special gift to 
the child who found the ,m2Wqyp3a8 (’afikoman) to ransom it from the child. So, I will give a little 
gift to the one who finds it and returns it to me, when I call for it. In practicing this tradition, we 
are symbolizing the death (the breaking of the ,m2Wqyp3a8 [’afikoman]), the burial (the hiding of 
the ,m2Wqyp3a8 [’afikoman]), and resurrection (the finding of the ,m2Wqyp3a8 [’afikoman]) of the 
body of Jesus Christ. 
 
Now close your eyes so that I may hide the ,m2Wqyp3a8 [’afikoman]. 
 
At this time, please fill your cups with unfermented wine for the drinking of the second cup, the 
Cup of Deliverance, at the appointed time. 
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(6) dyG3m1 (maggid) 
Telling the Story of Passover 

 
According to the Torah, we cannot eat the seder meal until the Passover story is told. Exod 
12:26–27, ESV, says, “‘And when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this 
service?’ you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover, for he passed over the houses 
of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our houses.’’” This 
question gives us the opportunity to tell the story of the Passover. 
 
This part of our Passover seder will include the following subsections: 
 

1. the four questions 
2. the four answers 
3. the four sons 
4. the story of our redemption 
5. the cup of deliverance 

 
We will need the help of some children with this to do some recitations. 
 
The Four Questions 
 

 
 
“Why is this night different from all other nights?” 
 
This question was followed up with four additional questions. 
 

Question 1:                                
 

“Why is it that on all other nights during the year we eat either bread or matzah, but on this 
night we eat only matzah?” 
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Question 2:                                         
 

“Why is it that on all other nights we eat all kinds of herbs, but on this night we eat only bitter 
herbs?” 

 

Question 3:             
 

“Why is it that on all other nights we do not dip our herbs even once, but on this night we dip 
them twice?” 
 

Question 4:                  
 
“Why is it that, on all other nights, we do not dip our herbs even once, but, on this night, we dip 
them twice?” 
 
The Four Answers 
 
So why is this night different from all other nights? On this night we celebrate one of the most 
important times in the history of the Jewish people, when they went forth from slavery to 
freedom because of the mercy, grace, love, and great power of the LORD our God. 
 

1. Why do we eat only matzah? For two reasons: first, to remember the bread of 
affliction we had to eat when were slaves, and, second, to remember how our 
ancestors fled Egypt in such a hurry that they did not have time for their bread 
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dough to rise. 
 

2. Why do we eat bitter herbs? We eat them to remind ourselves of how our 
ancestors’ lives were made bitter as slaves in Egypt. 
 

3. Why do we dip our herbs twice? We dip sP1r%K1 (karpas) in .Y#M1h1 jl1m6 (melach 
hamayim) or “salt water” to remember the salty tears and sweat of the slaves, and 
also to remember how we crossed the salty waters of the Read Sea. We also dip the 
rWrm2 (maror) in the ts6roj8(charoseth) to remember how the bitterness of our 
slavery was made sweet by the hope for our freedom. 
 

4. Why do we recline at the table? We recline tonight as a symbol of our freedom, for 
when we were salves we could never recline in comfort. 

 
Let us now begin the story of our redemption from Egypt and sin by reciting the following 
summary statement: 

 
 

 “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, and the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand.” 
 

 
 
“Had the holy one, blessed be he, not taken out our forefathers from Egypt, then we, our 
children, and our children’s children would still be enslaved to Pharaoh in Egypt.” 
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Since the redemption was meant to lead us to receive the Torah at Sinai, we affirm: 
 

 
 
“Blessed is the omnipresent, blessed be he! Blessed is he who gave the Torah to his people 
Israel, blessed by he!” 
 
Parable of the Four Sons 
 
The Torah commands us four times to teach our children about the exodus from Egypt. The 
famous Shema of Deut 6:4–9, ESV, says, “‘Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 
You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them [1] when you sit in your house, and [2] when 
you walk by the way, and [3] when you lie down, and [4] when you rise. You shall bind them as 
a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your gates.’” From this, Jewish tradition has developed a 
parable of four sons that indicate four kinds of children, each of whom learns in a different way. 
 

 
 
“The Torah speaks of four kinds of sons. One is wise; and one is defiant; one is simple-minded, 
and one does not know what to ask.” 
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1. The Wise Son (.k2j2 [chakham]) eagerly inquires about why the laws and customs of 
Passover are practiced. He is wise because he wants to know more about the traditions of 
his people and has a thirst for knowledge. 
 

2. The Defiant Son (ev2r@ [rasha’]) wants no part of the Passover customs and asks why 
others practice them. He spurns his heritage and acts like a stranger at the table. He is 
defiant since he thinks that the customs are not for him. We admonish this child to wake 
up and appreciate who he is and to be grateful. 
 

3. The Simple Son (.T2 [tam]) is somewhat bewildered by the Passover meal. He is simple-
minded and needs help understanding that is symbolizes the time of slavery in Egypt and 
God’s salvation. 
 

4. The Son who does not know enough to ask (laov5l3 e1d$Wy Onya4v6 [she’eilo yodea 
lishol]) is a young child who is encouraged to be entertained and carried through the 
service. 

 
The story of the four sons is intended to commend the wise son and to encourage us to 
remember the heritage of our faith. So, the question is for us, “What type of son are you?” 
 
The Story of our Redemption 
 
Normally at this time we would recount the entire history of the Jewish people from the garden 
of Eden with Adam and Eve to the time of the Passover in Egypt. Doing that would keep us 
here very late so I will forego that activity. You can take some time this weekend to remind 
yourself of the history of Israel recounted in Genesis and Exodus. So, for the sake of time I will 
read Moses’s brief synopsis of the Passover in Deut 26:5–8, ESV. “‘And you shall make 
response before the LORD your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was my father. And he went down 
into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and 
populous. And the Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. 
Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our 
affliction, our toil, and our oppression. And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. And he 
brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.’’” 
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The Ten Plagues 
 

 
 
“Blood and fire and thick smoke ... these are the plagues that the holy one, blessed be he, sent 
upon the Egyptians in Egypt.” 
 
The signs and wonders that God through Moses used to deliver Israel were the ten plagues. We 
will say each plague. After each plague you will dip your finger into the surface of the wine in 
your second cup to remove a drop of wine from the cup. Place the drop of wine onto your plate. 
The purpose of this is that the suffering of the Egyptians under the ten plagues lessens our joy. 
So out of respect for their suffering we remove ten drops of wine from our second cup before 
we drink it. 
 

1. Blood in the Nile River 
For the babies who were drowned in the Nile—.D@ (dam) Blood! Blood! Blood! 

2. Frogs 
For the cries and groans of our people—e1di$r%p1x5 (tzefardea) Frogs! Frogs! Frogs! 

3. Lice 
For the constant oppression of our people—.yN#K3 (kinim) Lice! Lice! Lice! 

4. Swarms of Flies 
For the attacks of the taskmasters—bWre2 (arov) Swarms! Swarms! Swarms! 

5. Sickness of the Cattle 
For treating animals better than our people—rb^D^ (dever) Pestilence! Pestilence! 
Pestilence! 

6. Blister and Boils 
For the toil and injury of our people—.yj3v5 (shechim) Blisters! Ulcers! Tumors! 

7. Hail mixed with Fire 
For the dread our people felt—dr@B2 (barad) Hail mixed with fire! 

8. Locusts 
For forgetting how Joseph had saved Egypt—hB6r%a1 (arbeh) Locusts! Locusts! 
Locusts! 

9. Darkness 
For worshipping the sun god, Ra—\v6jo (choshekh) Darkness! Darkness! 
Darkness! 
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After the ninth plague, God gave Moses instructions regarding the sacrificial rite of Passover. 
 

10. Death of the Firstborn 
For the hardness of Pharaoh’s heart—tWrWkB5 tK1m1 (makat bechorot) Death of 
the Firstborn! 

 
As a result of this final plague, a great cry rose up from Egypt and Pharaoh finally agreed to let 
the Israelites go free. On the following morning, on Nisan 15, the great exodus of Israel began. 
Through the Red Sea and through the desert wilderness, God led Israel to the Promised Land. 
Amen! 
 
The story of Israel’s redemption from Egypt serves as a type for the antitypical redemption that 
Jesus would provide for Israel and all of humanity in his substitutionary sacrificial death by 
crucifixion. As was Israel in Egypt, we were once in slavery to sin and subject to death in the 
kingdom of Satan. As did Israel in Egypt, we experienced fear, bondage, darkness, and exile. 
But, as Israel went through the miraculously divided Red Sea, so we were baptized into the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Messiah. Through the death and resurrection 
of Jesus, as did Israel at Sinai and in the Promised Land, we now experience faith, freedom, 
light, and adoption. As Israel at Sinai and in the Promised Land, we are servants of the LORD 
our God and proleptically live a new eternal life in the kingdom of God. As Israel was God’s 
chosen people and his peculiar treasure, so we are too. 
 

 
 

In light of all that God has done for us, we surely should express our heartfelt gratitude and give 
thanks for our salvation. It is customary, then, to sing the ancient Hebrew song “Dayenu” at this 
time. 
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“Dayenu” 
 

 
 

Verse 1: 
Ilu hotzi, hotzianu, 
hotzianu mimitrayim, (×2) 
dayenu. 
 
Verse 2: 
Ilu natan, natan lanu, 
natan lanu et hatorah, (×2) 
dayenu. 
 
Verse 3: 
Ilu shalach, shalach lanu, 
shalach lanu et Mashiach, (×2) 
dayenu. 
 
Chorus: 
Da-, da-, yenu (×3) 
dayenu 
dayenu! 

 
Had he brought, brought all of us, 
brought all of us, out from Egypt (×2) 
it would have been enough! 
 
 
Had he given, given to us, 
given to us, the Torah, (×2) 
it would have been enough! 
 
 
Had he sent, sent to us, 
sent to us the Messiah, (×2) 
then it would have been enough! 
 
 
It would have been enough! (×3) 
It would have been enough! 
It would have been enough! 
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Let us thank the LORD our God for the miracle of our deliverance: “Blessed by the LORD, the 
LORD God, the God of Israel, who makes us rejoice with psalms of praise!” 
 
It is customary to sing or recite the first two psalms of the lL4h1 (hallel), Psalms 113–114. 
 
Psalm 113 
“Praise the LORD!  
Praise, O servants of the LORD,  
praise the name of the LORD!  

Blessed be the name of the LORD  
from this time forth and forevermore!  
From the rising of the sun to its setting,  
the name of the LORD is to be praised!  

The LORD is high above all nations,  
and his glory above the heavens!  
Who is like the LORD our God,  
who is seated on high,  
who looks far down  
on the heavens and the earth?  
He raises the poor from the dust  
and lifts the needy from the ash heap,  
to make them sit with princes,  
with the princes of his people.  
He gives the barren woman a home,  
making her the joyous mother of children.  
Praise the LORD!” 
 
Psalm 114 
When Israel went out from Egypt,  
the house of Jacob from a people of strange language,  
Judah became his sanctuary,  
Israel his dominion.  

The sea looked and fled;  
Jordan turned back.  
The mountains skipped like rams,  
the hills like lambs.  

What ails you, O sea, that you flee?  
O Jordan, that you turn back?  
O mountains, that you skip like rams?  
O hills, like lambs? 
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Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,  
at the presence of the God of Jacob,  
who turns the rock into a pool of water,  
the flint into a spring of water. 
 
The Cup of Deliverance (second cup) 
 
At this time, let us look at the roasted beet on the seder plate and give thanks to Jesus, our 
Messiah, the true Passover Lamb of God our Savior. 
 

 
 
“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 
 
We are no ready to drink the cup of deliverance, the second cup. This cup recalls God’s second 
promise made to our ancestors: “I will deliver you [.k6t5a6 yT3l5X1h3] from slavery” (Exod 6:6, 
ESV). Let us give thanks to the LORD our God for saving the Israelites from Egypt and from 
delivering us from our corporate and personal bondage to the evil one and sin by the shed blood 
of the Lamb of God. 
 

 
 
“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, creator of the fruit of the vine.” 
 
Drink the second Cup of Deliverance. 
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“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, who gave to us the way of salvation in 
the Messiah, Jesus, blessed be he. Amen.” 
 
The deliverance we have in Jesus both clears us of guilt and sin, while investing us with the 
power and righteousness of God through faith. We are justified in Jesus—“just-if-I’d” never 
sinned and “just-if-I’d” always obeyed.  
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7. hx2j5r@ (rachtzah) 
Washing the Hands 

 
(.y#d1y@ tl1yf3n% [netilath ydayim]) 
 
It is now time for another hand-washing. This is to prepare to eat the meal, which we will be 
doing shortly. I will explain again how to wash your hands in the traditional Jewish fashion. 
Take the double-handled pitcher in your right hand and fill it up completely with water. Then, 
transfer the pitcher into your left hand. Holding your right hand downward and limp with 
fingers spaced apart over the bowl, pour some water on it to cover it completely. Then, switch 
the pitcher into your right hand and do the same for your left hand. Repeat this process two 
more times for each hand for a total of three times for each hand. 
 
Once your hands hold them before your face and recite the following blessing. 
 

 
 
 “Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, who sanctified us with his 
commandments and commanded us about washing hands.” 
 
Let’s depart for hand-washing. 
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(8) hx2m1 ayx3Wm (motzi matzah) 
Eating the Unleavened Bread 

 
For this part of the Passover seder, we will distribute among everyone pieces of matzah or 
unleavened bread from the top and middle loaves. One everyone has received a piece, we will 
recite the traditional blessing over the bread. 
 

 
 
“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, who brings forth bread from the earth.” 
 
Now we are ready to recite the blessing over the matzah, which marks the start of the seven-day 
festival of unleavened bread. This seven-day festival recalls the first week after the great 
deliverance of Israel from bondage in Egypt. 
 

 
 
“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, who sanctified us with his 
commandments and commanded us to eat unleavened bread.” 
 
Eat the bottom portion of the unleavened bread. 
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Since there was not enough time for the dough to rise when the Israelites were preparing to 
leave Egypt, the LORD memorialized the exodus event with the commandment to eat only 
unleavened bread for seven days. Deuteronomy 16:3, ESV: “‘You shall eat no leavened bread 
with it. Seven days you shall eat it with unleavened bread, the bread of affliction—for you came 
out of the land of Egypt in haste—that all the days of your life you may remember the day when 
you came out of the land of Egypt.’” Likewise, eating this bread reminds us of our hasty exodus 
out of sin and slavery to Satan—our exodus of repentance and faith led by Christ. 
 
The matzah is sometimes called lechem oni or the “bread of affliction” (i.e., literally, “bread of 
humiliation”). Partaking of this bread means humbly identifying with the suffering and 
afflictions that Jesus performed on our behalf. In other words, matzah represents the bread of 
his afflictions, not our own. We do not become sanctified by afflicting ourselves, as some do in 
repentance, but rather by sincerely trusting in the afflictions that Jesus endured on our behalf. 
Just as we are saved by God’s grace through faith, so we are sanctified. Sanctification is a work 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives just as miraculous as regeneration itself (1 Cor 6:11). We do not 
merit before the Lord through performing good deeds (Titus 3:5–6), but rather by humbling 
ourselves and trusting in the Messiah for righteousness (John 6:28–29). Unleavened bread, then, 
signifies our identification with the Lord in his humility and afflictions, but it does not mean 
attempting to effect our own sanctity by means of self-styled affliction. We are sanctified by 
God’s grace, not by outward shows of religion. Remember that all the commands of the new 
covenant are directed to the truth of who you are in the Messiah, that is, by virtue of his 
connection to you, and not to your former life and identity as a slave in Egypt. 
 
Now, at this point of the Passover celebration held by Jesus and his twelve disciples before his 
death, a very sad happening occurred. In the upper room, Jesus passed out pieces of matzah, just 
as we have done here, for dipping in the dishes on the seder plate. Let us read about what 
happened in Matt 26:20–25, ESV: “When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 
And as they were eating, he said, ‘Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.’ And they 
were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, ‘Is it I, Lord?’ He answered, ‘He 
who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is 
written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been 
better for that man if he had not been born.’ Judas, who would betray him, answered, ‘Is it I, 
Rabbi?’ He said to him, ‘You have said so.’” 
 
After this occasion, Judas left into the night to betray our Lord and was therefore not at the 
seder when Jesus later sanctified the matzah (i.e., the afikoman) and the third Cup of 
Redemption as the symbols of his body and blood that was sacrificed for our redemption. 
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9. rWrm2 (maror) 
Eating the Bitter Herbs 

 
At this time, we will eat the bitter herbs that are on your plate. You should have a leaf of 
romaine lettuce and some horseradish on your plate. At the appropriate time, we will put all of 
the horseradish on your plate onto the lettuce leaf and then eat them together. As you can 
imagine this will be a very bitter and appalling experience. It symbolizes the sorrow, 
persecution, and suffering of the Israelites’ bondage under the Egyptian Pharaoh. It was a very 
bitter experience and so for this reason we eat these very bitter herbs.  
 
These bitter herbs also symbolize the bitterness of our experience when we were slaves to sin 
and Satan. This is to bring to our remembrance the guilt and shame we felt when we were 
without salvation. We are reminded of how difficult life was when we were without our 
Strength and our Rock, Jesus. We were destined for death. How bitter life was! 
 
Romans 3:9–18, ESV: “... all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written: ‘None is 
righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; 
together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.’ ‘Their throat is an open 
grave; they use their tongues to deceive.’ ‘The venom of asps is under their lips.’ ‘Their mouth 
is full of curses and bitterness.’ ‘Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and 
misery, and the way of peace they have not known.’ ‘There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.’” 
 
As we eat the bitter herbs and the horseradish tears will come to our eyes. We will remember 
the Israelites’ affliction and our own slavery to sin. 
 

 
 
“Blessed are you, LORD our God, king of the universe, who sanctified us with his 
commandments and commanded us to eat bitter herbs.” 
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10. \r$WK (korech) 
Eating the Hillel Sandwich 

 
Hillel was a rabbi who lived in Jerusalem during the time of Herod the Great. He invented the 
“Hillel Sandwich” which is a combination of the three elements given in the command of 
Exodus 12:8, ESV: “‘They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it.’” Since we are Christians and no longer sacrifice lambs 
we will substitute charoseth, the apple and nuts mixture on your seder pate, in place of the 
pascal lamb. The charoseth symbolizes the mortar that was used by the Israelites to build the 
Egyptian pyramids. 
 
To make your Hillel Sandwich, we will take pieces of matzah from the bottom loaf of the 
unleavened bread. Make sure you have two pieces. On one end of one of the pieces, spread 
some of the rWrm2 (maror) or bitter herbs—the horseradish. On the other end of that half, 
spread some of the charoseth. Now take the other piece of matzah and place it on top to make a 
sandwich. 
 
To eat it, we start eating at the bitter side and then finish with the sweet end. This is to remind 
us of our conversion, our transition from being lost to being a receiver of salvation. Though our 
slavery was bitter, our redemption is sweeter still. 
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(11) \r$We ,j2l5v7 (shulchan ’orech) 
Eating the Passover Meal 

 
Now we will answer the very important “fifth question” of the seder: “when do we eat?” The 
answer is now! We will eat the other foods and enjoy fellowship with one another. After a while 
of eating, we will continue the last four steps of the Passover seder.  
 
There is a minhag or “custom” that, before anyone eats anything else on the table, the roasted 
egg or hx2yB4 (beitzah) is dipped in the salt water and eaten first. This is a remembrance of the 
Israelites crossing through the Red Sea. For Christians, it is a remembrance of our baptism. 
 
So, after eating your hx2yB4 (beitzah), whether it be the roasted hard-boiled egg or the vegan 
substitute, you may partake of the rest of the foods on the table. 
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(12) ,Opx2 (tzafun) 
Eating the ,m2Wqyp3a8 (’afikoman) 

 
 
 
Responsive Reading: “Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, King of the universe, Who brings 
forth bread from the earth.” 
 
Jesus said in John 6:48, 51, “‘I am the bread of life….I am the living bread which came down 
from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is 
My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.’” The aphikomenos what was broken, 
hidden, and now found represents the body of Jesus, crucified, buried, and now resurrected.  
 
I will now ask ____________ to have a prayer of blessing over the unleavened bread as we do 
in our Christian tradition. 
 
As we hold the unleavened bread and consider its purity, the absence of leaven or sin, we 
remember the Jesus was without sin. The stripes on the bread represent His body that was 
striped by the Roman’s whip for our iniquities and the holes in the bread represent His body 
pierced by nails and the soldier’s spear for our transgression. It memorializes Jesus’ sacrifice of 
atonement for our sins so that we might have peace with God. 

 “For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on 
the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He 
broke it and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.’” (1 Corinthians 11:23, 24) 

Responsive Reading: “Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, King of the universe, Who brings 
forth the True Bread from Heaven.” 
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13. \r$B2 (barech) 
Blessing 

 
At this time, we will drink of the 3rd cup, the Cup of Redemption. Since the New Testament 
says explicitly that Jesus took the bread and wine “after supper” (Luke 22:20; 1 Corinthians 
11:25) it is clear that this cup, the Cup of Redemption, is the one that He blessed and drank with 
His disciples. It symbolizes the shed blood of the innocent Lamb of God that brought our 
greater redemption from sin. It connects us to the New Covenant in Scripture with Jesus. 
 
I will now ask ____________ to have a prayer of blessing over the unleavened bread as we do 
in our Christian tradition. 

 
“In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying,” “For this is My blood of 
the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins….” “This do, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” (1 Corinthians 11:25; Matthew 26:28, 29) 
 

Responsive Reading: “Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, King of the universe, Creator of the 
fruit of the vine.” 
 
Let’s take a moment to praise the Lamb for His atoning sacrifice, His body and blood. 
Revelation 5:12: “‘Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, 
and strength and honor and glory and blessing!’” 
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14. lL4h1 (hallel) 
Offering Praise 

 
At this time, we will read Psalm 115–118 which are referred to as the Hallel, meaning “praise.” 
 
Now we will read Psalm 136 which is called the Great Hallel. 
 
At this time, we will drink the 4th cup, the Cup of Restoration. This cup, as we previously 
mentioned, symbolizes the time when Jesus comes again and takes us into His heavenly 
kingdom. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17: “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 
rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” 
 
 This 4th cup also celebrates the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. Jesus promised His disciples at 
the Last Supper that He would not drink the Cup of Restoration again until He can do it with 
them in the kingdom of heaven at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Matthew 26:29). At that 
time Jesus will again drink grape juice with us. He will finally drink the Cup of Restoration, the 
4th cup, symbolizing that all things have finally been restored. 
 
Revelation 21:1-7: “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be 
their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor 
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.’ Then 
He who sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things new.’ And He said to me, ‘Write, for 
these words are true and faithful.’ And He said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him 
who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My 
son.’” 
 
Responsive Reading: “Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, King of the universe, Creator of the 
fruit of the vine.” 
 
Drink the 4th cup. 
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15. Conclusion ( הָצְרִנ ) 
 
Matthew 26:30: “And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.” 
Jesus and His disciples concluded their Passover rd^s4 (seder) meal with a hymn and we will do 
the same. Let us stand together, join hands, and sing “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing.” 
Before we depart let us give a final blessing upon one another. Stand and read with me 
Numbers 6:24-26: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you, 
and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 


